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Peters Prattling 

Southern Expo 
Plans for the show are well underway now, I would like to ask that as many club members as possible are available 
on Friday evening from 7:00pm onwards to help setup, also attend the show and help populate the stand with 
models (they don’t have to be to the club theme of “A Splash of Colour”) and all club members are eligible to put 
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models on display, also man the stand throughout the show, you are the best recruiting tool for the club I can think 
of and then breaking down on the Sunday evening. 
 
There won’t unfortunately be any new decals sheets this year, I think that what with the efforts we’ve put in (well 
mostly Robin) on the research over the last 3 years and having to put extra time in at work due to the Olympics last 
year we just didn’t have enough time to get another sheet done for 2013 and needed the break.  Hopefully another 
sheet can be prepared for 2014 (what am I saying?) 
 

IPMS(UK) Branch Submission & Address List 
As part of this years branch submission (boring I know but it’s something that has to be done, otherwise the club is 
no longer IPMS) we have been asked to provide details of all club members.  Before I complete the return please 
check the current address list I have to ensure you are on there and the details are accurate/complete. 
 

Sanders Draper School 
I have received this request from Jackie Hawkes, whose son has attended out club meetings.  It sounds like we’d 
potentially need to source a gazebo and some tables but it’s very local.  Are we interested? 
 
“I'm writing to you wearing my Joint Social Secretary, The Friends of Sanders Draper School (FoSDS) hat. As you 
no doubt know, Sanders Draper School is located in Sutton's Lane Hornchurch. The school was officially opened 
as Suttons Modern Secondary School on 2 June 1938 and was unique in being situated only 530 yards from the 
perimeter of Hornchurch Aerodrome, a vital sector station in R.A.F Fighter Command's elite No. 11 Group. On 24 
March 1943, an American volunteer with the RAF, Flying Officer Raimund Sanders Draper deliberately crashed his 
spitfire to avoid hitting the school, after engine failure on take-off from RAF Hornchurch. In 1973 the school was 
renamed in his honour. 
  
The school will be celebrating its 75th anniversary this year and, in collaboration with the school, the FoSD are in 
the early stages of organising an event to take place on Saturday 13th July 2013 to celebrate this occasion. Given 
the school's rich history and links with WWII it has been decided that the event with have a 1940's core theme with 
other eras from 1938 to present day and beyond represented. The daytime event (timings to be confirmed), which 
hopes to include a flypast by the RAF Battle of Britain Memorial Flight plus a variety of other family attractions, to 
be followed by an evening dance with Jeff Short's Swing Band  to be held in the school hall. 
 
I was wondering if the IPMS Hornchurch Model Club would be interested in participating in the event, if possible 
focusing their model exhibits on RAF Hornchurch and including a model of the spitfire flown by Raimund Sanders-
Draper. Should you be interested in participating, I'd be grateful if you could advice whether you would be able to 
provide your own table(s)/Gazebo. At the moment the event is scheduled to take place outside (come rain or 
shine). However, I appreciate that your models may need protection from the elements so if necessary (ie. if you 
have no gazebo) I could maybe look into the possibility of housing you somewhere under cover if at all possible.” 
 

Medway Modelling Club Exhibition -at the Historic Dockyard, Chatham, Kent 
The Medway Modelling Club is again hosting a modelling exhibition at the Historic Dockyard at Chatham during the 
Medway Festival of Steam and Transport on Sunday 31 March and Monday 1 April 2013.  The exhibition will be 
held in one of the covered slipways (ground floor this time) and exhibitors will have free entry to the Steam and 
Transport Fair and all dockyard attractions. 
 
I’ve booked the club 2 tables on the Sunday 31

st
 March as Robin and I (plus our spouses if the weather is good) 

were interested. 
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Forthcoming Shows in 2012/2013 
Shows with highlight have been booked for us to attend.  If you wish to attend any of the shows with the club stand 
please let me know so I can attempt to book space for the club. 
 

2013 

2
nd

 March (Saturday) 
North Somerset Model Show, The Campus, Highlands Lane, Locking Castle, 

Weston-super-Mare, BS24 7DX 

16
th

 & 17
th

 March 

(Saturday & Sunday) 
Southern Expo 

31
st

 March & 1
st
 April 

(Sunday & Monday) 
Medway Modelling Club Exhibition, Historic Dockyard, Chatham, Kent 

6
th

 & 7
th

 April 

(Saturday & Sunday) 
Model-Ex 2013, Windmill Primary School, Raunds, Northamptonshire 

7
th

 April (Sunday) Shropshire Model Show, RAF Museum Cosford, Shifnal, Shropshire, TF11 8UP 

13
th

 April (Saturday) Sword & Lance 2013, Darlington College, Haughton Road, Carlington, DL1 1DR 

21
st

 April - (Sunday) ModelKraft, Stantonbury Leisure Centre, Milton Keynes, MK14 6BN 

27
th

 & 28
th 

April 

(Saturday & Sunday) 
Scottish Nationals, The Dewars Centre, Glover Street, Perth, PH2 0TH 

11
th

 May (Saturday) Southdowns Show, Lancing. 

25
th

 May (Saturday) Model 2013, Torquay Town Hall 

1
st

 June (Saturday) 
IPMS Salisbury Model Show, Wyvern College, Sports Hall, Church Street, 

Laverstock, Salisbury, SP1 1RE 

28
th

 July (Sunday) 
Midland 2013 Model Expo, Cocks Moors Woods Leisure Centre & Golf Course, 

Alcester Road South, Kings Heath, Birmingham, B14 6ER 

1
st

 September (Sunday) 
East Riding of Yorkshire Model Show, Driffield Showground, Kellythorpe, 

Driffield, East Yorkshire, YO25 9DN 

8
th

 September (Sunday) Model Spectacular 2013, Sutton Coldfield Town Hall, B73 6AB 

22
nd

 September (Sunday) Wings & Things 2013, Spalding High School, Spalding, Lincolnshire, PE11 2PJ 

9
th

 & 10
th

 November 

(Saturday & Sunday) 

Scale ModelWorld 2013 - 50th Anniversary Show, Telford International Centre, 

Telford, Shropshire, TF3 4JH 

 

Peter 

Robins Ruminations 

Surprisingly little has been happening in the Bellamy household since our last meeting, well it’s not been the 
weather for getting out and about too much has it? Although golf has been on television a fair bit it has 
unfortunately been coming from Hawaii or the west coast of the U.S. which is on late at night which isn’t of much 
use to me to get some “quality time” in my modelling room. The “European” tour has been in Africa and the Middle 
East and has been too early to be of any use as such. I’m beginning to sound like a farmer, “it’s too early, too late, 
too cold, too wet and too dull” to be able to get a good run at a model or two. Still it’s only three weeks to Expo! 
Another reason I can’t get any modelling done over that weekend, just no pleasing us modellers is there? 
 
One major faux pas was avoided when my Mother in Law called us the other evening from Malta and during the 
conversation mentioned that she was looking forward to seeing us on Saturday as she hadn’t seen us for such a 
long time. Adele and I looked at one another, finished the conversation and said the normal pleasantries and hung 
up. My Wife then made a dash for the calendar to check the date of her Mothers arrival back in the U.K. You 
guessed it; Adele had convinced herself (and me) that the Mother in Law was flying home a week later than she 
was actually going to! We now moved into slight panic mode as we had to get the Mother in Laws home aired, 
warmed up, dusted, fresh linen on the bed, fridge re-provisioned and her flower pots outside her home planted with 
Primroses and bulbs. I dread to think of what would have happened if the Mother in Law had arrived at the airport 
and we were sitting at home with our feet up! Phew, we dodged the bullet! 
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On the Southern Expo front, all is proceeding to plan, although we’re not always sure exactly what the plan is! All 
the traders are confirmed and fully paid up and Peter is just filling up the last couple of holes left by the usual and 
inevitable drop outs from a show of this size. By the Friday morning of the show I will be running around like a 
headless chicken getting the supplies for the evening nibbles as well as doing all those little things that you only 
just remember at the last moment. Then I will be busy with my Son / Wife / or just by myself in the kitchen 
preparing the evening nibbles and loading the car with all of the show gear. 
 
Peter I’m sure will be busy making the last day / hour / minute alterations to the final master plan. I bet some of you 
wondered at times if Peter was a total control freak because he carries around plan on the set-up evening and 
won’t let it go at all. The answer is simply no, the reason he holds on to that plan so tightly is that it is the only one, 
if he loses it; he doesn’t know where everybody is going to be put. You might be surprised at how many traders and 
clubs want to be next to or behind one another or in some cases best not be placed too close to one another due to 
“personal issues” or personal / club rivalries. Peter does all of these adjustments without comment to ensure a 
“Friendly Show”, just like it says on the sign. 
 
After a quick whiff of oxygen / stiff medicinal brandy / touch of CPR / or bucket of strong coffee you may all rest 
assured that by the Friday evening of the show everything will be in place and running in its normal smooth 
manner.  Which brings us to the next matter, if any club members could assist us in setting up the tables your help 
would be greatly appreciated by Peter and myself in particular and the traders and clubs that will be arriving to set 
up their displays during the evening. As normal light refreshments will be available as soon as the tables are up 
and positioned. I’m sure Peter will inform you of the time when we would like to see you on the Friday at this 
evenings meeting. 
 

Model Engineers Show Report. 

Although the show didn’t start until the Friday, I took Greg Brand’s and my models up to Alexander Palace on the 
Thursday afternoon after work with all the other club paraphernalia. It had already been snowing and to put it mildly 
it was absolutely freezing, both outside and inside the hall. After partially setting up stand it was time for a hot 
coffee. One last thing to do before heading home was to pick up the chairs to put on the stand. After finally finding 
the right person to speak to I found out that the organisers hadn’t had room for the chairs on their lorry! It was just 
as well I found out then as I would have been very unhappy to put it mildly to find out when I got to the show the 
next day that I’d have to be standing up all day! 
 
I picked-up Greg on Friday morning and arrived in a surprisingly quick time at a snowy Alexander Palace and the 
wind was so cold you could feel your face prickle within seconds when you got out of the car. After a quick unpack 
and set-up, the stand was complete with Bob Lawrence and Allen Roffey also in attendance. All of us then took it in 
turns to have a wander around the show and man the stand. The hall was fairly cold inside and whenever you sat 
down on the stand there always seemed a cold draught that came down the wall and straight down our necks. I 
ended up sitting there with all my outside clothes on and the collar turned up. However on the up side, there was a 
great deal of positive interest and conversation about the models on display. I must admit that my real interest in 
going to the show was the excellent range of tools on offer on some of the trade stands. Most of the tools that we 
require as modellers are too small for model engineers and so are priced accordingly. I picked up very small drill 
bits 10 for £3, low energy daylight light bulbs £3 each and some very nice tweezers cheaply. The other thing I 
picked up was some interesting Perspex display stands that might be of use for the clubs display at Southern Expo 
for £5 each. I will bring one along to tonight’s meeting and see if the members feel that it’s an advantage over the 
stand we already have. The show wrapped up and I put most of my models back in their boxes to make room for 
whoever might turn up at the show the next day. We wound our cold, blustery way back to the car, brushed the 
snow off of it and made our way home. I must admit it was nice to get the blowers on to warm my feet up. 
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Saturday was another early start with Phil Worth playing taxi, with Greg and myself as passengers but that day I 
was dressed even warmer so I was better prepared for any draughts! The stand also had the welcome addition of 
Ian Brown and his models. The day now followed the same pattern of wanders around the show and manning the 
stand by the attendees. The show was better attended by the public and so if nothing else the number of bodies 
warmed up the hall to a more comfortable temperature. I picked up some more small drill bits and some cheap 
scalpel blades from one of the traders. I found a trader selling small glass syringes I use for applying liquid glue 
and measuring small amounts of paint.  I also noticed a trader selling “Fetish Quality Rubber” in small squares, I 
must admit that I was so busy laughing I wandered off with no more thought about it. It was only later that I realised 
that these small squares of semi-soft rubber was just what I had been looking for some time. Now come along 
gentleman, get your minds out of the gutter, I was only interested in the rubber in a modelling sense! Honest guv! 
The rubber was just what I had been looking for to enable me to roll etched brass easily into tubes for machinegun 
cooling jackets etc. I bought two different thicknesses to adjust for thicknesses of brass and room temperature 
changes. Again when the show wound down Ian, Phil and Bob packed up their models and we all made our way to 
the cars and had another good run home. 
 
As ever when I got home my long suffering Wife asked me how was the show and what did I buy there? Of course I 
couldn’t resist could I? “Well darling I bought some scalpel blades, glass syringes, drill bits and some fetish quality 
rubber”. A quizzical look came over my Wife’s face “er, pardon, you bought what?” Taking my life or at least some 
bodily parts in hand as it were, “I saw this rubber and thought it would be a good idea to pick it up as I can think of 
a couple of uses for it”. The temperature in my living room now felt as chilly as the inside of Alexander Palace, “and 
just what are you thinking of using the rubber for may I ask?” Time to come clean or die I thought and so I quickly 
explained what I intended to use it for. I think that I just about got away with it; well I know I did because I’m still in 
one piece! However it seemed a good idea to remove the rubber squares into my modelling room as soon as 
possible under the dubious gaze of my Wife! 
 
I didn’t go to the show on Sunday as I figured two out of the three days was enough, but I believe that it was 
another good day for the attendees. I did phone Peter at the show and tell him about the “fetish quality rubber” and 
there was a bit of an awkward pause on the other end of the phone until I explained its modelling uses. Peter also 
bought a piece of the rubber; however I’ve not asked Peter just how he explained the purchase of the rubber to 
Karen, or maybe he simply and quietly carried it upstairs with his models and put it in the drawer of his modelling 
table without comment! On reflection perhaps that’s what I should have done!   
 
Although the show is not as large as it has been in previous years, it is certainly well worth attending despite the 
poor weather outside and the low temperatures inside this year. It was nice to see another aspect of modelling and 
although most of it is way beyond my abilities, I could appreciate the skill and dedication that most of the 
engineering projects obviously required. It was also nice to hear positive comments from some of the model 
engineers about the models on display by the attending plastic model clubs. Would I go again? Yes, it’s a show 
that’s well worth a visit especially when it’s free to get in as an exhibitor.               
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My official hat is now on. 

Well it’s that time of year again, the annual bun fight, also known as the A.G.M. I can already tell by the 
overwhelming response, ideas and suggestions coming in from the club’s membership for this year’s A.G.M. that it 
is going to be a busy, challenging and exciting meeting. Pushing the club in new and hitherto uncharted new 
directions. Sorry, I just couldn’t resist writing that and I knew I could never do it with a straight face. In the real 
world, up to this point in time I have had no suggestions for any issue, monthly meeting idea or build project 
thoughts. So I guess it’s left to me to simply say that if anybody would like to apply for any position on the 
committee, tonight is your big chance.  
 
I’ll stick my “official” facts and figures here for you to read before, after or during the A.G.M. to save time.  
 
During the last “modelling” year 17 members put 70 models on the competition tables, that was 5 members and 18 
models fewer than the previous year. Of the 70 models eligible for the Modeller of the Year competition only 37 
were entered on the night. On the brighter side, the judges from Southend were very impressed by the overall build 
and finish quality of the entire clubs models on the tables, well done to all those members that participated this 
year. It goes to show that the club is at least working on one level!  
 
It only leaves me to congratulate Ian Brown for winning the Modeller of the Year with his Focke Wulf 190, Colin 
McAuliffe with his XXI U-Boat came second and Robert Smith came a close third with his P-47. Well done 
gentlemen your models do you and the club great credit.  
 
On a purely personal note I would like to thank Alan Wright in particular and all of the other members that have 
sent articles to Peter for the magazine for publication. It has been really nice to at last see other members putting 
pen to paper, or finger to keyboard to make it a more varied and interesting magazine. Well done gentleman and 
keep the articles coming in please. 
 

Robin 
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Wrighty’s References 

WrySpy Agency Special Report 

Due to the festive period, bad weather and external pressure around the globe WrySpy have amassed a 
considerable amount of imported matters of concern! Rather than wish you a happy new year, we say “welcome to 
2013”. 
 

Why Aircraft Carriers? 

In issue 101 of Sticky Fingers (November 2012) we reported upon India building up their navy, including newly 
acquired ex-Russian carrier, now names INS Vikramaditya, using Mig-29s preparing for sea trials.  It seems that as 
they’ve got a carrier China wants one too.  Well they have got one, their 1

st
 ever.  Not surprisingly it is a former 

Russian/Ukraine ship, a sister of the Admiral Kuznetsov.  To explain this it was built in the Soviet (CCCP) era as 
the “Riga”, later renamed “Varyag” in the Ukraine and now as the Chinese “Liaoning”. 
 
The carrier was delivered on 23

rd
 September 2012 to the handover to the PLA Navy at the port of Dalian, where 

she will be based with the pennant of No. 16.  At first training is planned until such time a full air wing can be 
provisioned, meanwhile 2 prototype J.15s carried out “touch and go” deck trials in November. 
 
With the J.15s being the aircraft 
of choice it is worthy of note that 
a 2 seat training version made a 
maiden flight from Shenyang 
and bearing this in mind that 
previous 2 seat trainers have 
been the catalyst for 2 seat 
adaptions of multirole fighter 
bombers, one to watch here! 
 
That was the situation in early December 2012, but a recent coded report from our Chinese Affairs agent has some 
surprising things that weren’t mentioned and are still secret.  You can read them in the next edition of WrySpy.  Kim 
Soo Park has been withdrawn for the present; his drawings of secret aircraft didn’t go down well in China. 
 

British Carriers 

We have heard much of the UKs 2 super 
Carriers, but what’s this, another carrier 
HMS Ocean going into Plymouth 
Dockyard for a £65 million refit and 
upgrade.  Assault ship, as it is now 
called, probably only deploys 
helicopters, after all we don’t have any 
carrier aircraft anymore and JSF-35 is 
still 3 – 5 years away, one wonders if it 
wouldn’t have been a little bit more 
sensible and kept a few Harriers “just in 
case”!  Yes the newspaper neat us on 
this one, we only have one agent 
covering SW England, he’s based in 
Portsmouth.  Our excuse, he’s had a 
nervous breakdown, after his team 
“Pompy” were in administration yet 
again. 
 
Whilst I took over some of his paperwork 
I discovered the UK Govt had plans for 
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the “Invincible” Class Carriers.  The Invincible, HMS Illustrious and Ark Royal came into service during the early 
1980s and having given valiant service.  However HMS Invincible was scrapped in 2005, Ark Royal was withdrawn 
from service in 2011 and a deal was done with Turkish company Leyal for £3 billion to recycle and scrap her.  
Illustrious is due for retirement in 2014, whereupon the MoD will be looking for viable proposals, private use or 
resale, to offer tax payers value for money.  Well thank goodness for that! 
 

Afghanistan US Harriers Aftermath 

WrySpy reported in SF 101 regarding the destruction in a Taliban attack on 14
th
 September, by the 26

th
 September 

6 more AV-8B Harriers were rounded over from VMA231 to bring VMA211 back up to strength and fully 
operational.  The squadron was not withdrawn as suggested in some media reports, VMS 211 are due to return to 
the US at Yuma (Arizona) in December 2012. 
 

Solder Killed at Camp Bastion 

Did you catch the brief news item around early January 2013 of a British soldier shot dead at Camp Bastion by a 
man in Afghan uniform, supposedly a disguised Taliban?  Or was it a turncoat Afghan army man, similar to those in 
the base who turned on US Marines when they thought the Taliban were 1-0 up, during the Harrier attack (see 
above), 
 

Exercise Redundant 

On 22 January 2013 the MoD announced they would be making 5,000 Army personnel redundant on the BBC and 
Sky News.  Experts called in, told if other debacle this would cause and rightly so, but the crowning glory was the 
MoD “Join the Army” recruitment message that evening.  Right hand doesn’t know what the left hand is doing!  You 
heard it here first. 
 

Helicopter Crash (A Warning) 

A number of politicians are busy bleating for a 3
rd

 runway at Heathrow.  I doubt if you could get odd from William 
Hill and his fellow bookies on the fact, that one day a big airliner will fall out of the sky and crush London, say with 
200 people on-board, just consider the devastation that would cause, especially as there are more places it could 
hit, rather than open spaces to fall in, plus ground devastation, in areas such as Vauxhall. 
 
Yes, Vauxhall, site of the helicopter crash, on a foggy morning, and an extremely lucky break, only 2 people were 
killed, surely a warning to be heeded.  Once again it begs the question “how much are they holding back?”  Once 
again within 2 days of the crash Sky TV showed a complete lack of tact, putting on their Air Crash Investigations 
program, which portrayed an airliner through a chain of circumstances of maintenance personnel and operational 
staff contrived to send the aircraft into the air with its de-icing boots without any screws in place.  In flight the de-
icers fell off and caused the aircraft to dive out of control into the ground where all 14 people aboard were killed.  
Apply this scenario to our 200 seater over London.  Enough said? 
 

Mali Get Frogfoot (Su-25) 

Please note: Ukraine’s “Migremont Facility” is about to export 2 Sukhoi Su-25 (Frogfoot) ground attack jets in 
desert camouflage to the African country Mali.  The jets will be transported aboard Antonov An-124s to Bamako 
Mali.  To access this place authorisation has been obtained from Algeria for the transports to overfly their territory 
to access their neighbours desired delivery point, due to arrive in mid-October 2012. 
 
The above might have been secret service news to Prime Minister Cameron.  As you now know, the unheard of 
state (Mali) wants assistance from France, who in turn tapped David Cameron for support, but “DC” said “there will 
be no boots on the ground in Mali” perhaps he has read of the devastating ground attack fire power of the Frogfoot 
or the “cut price” equipment supplied by the MoD? 
 

Australian Growlers 

Following on from last months sketchy information in SF 103 January 2013, we can now confirm all the reports on 
the conversion of 12 of their F/A-18F Super Hornets will be converted to EA/18 “Growler” Electronic warfare 
standard.  This involves the capability to jam and destroy enemy radar and communications targets and even 
disrupt mobile phone systems.  The report also lists costings (secret) of conversion kits and training courses in the 
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US within the price, the initial operational capability is listed, to 6 aircraft for 2015, this included AN/AQ9 jamming 
pods and the AGM.88 “Harm” missiles.  Still to be resolved between Oz and the US is whether training bases will 
be provided in Oz or whether crew members will take advantage of US facilities at Lemore (California) and 
Whidbey Island (Washington). 
 

Hitler’s Killer U-Boat 

Around 2010 I produced a series of U-Boat stories extracted from Sky TV, notable for the bizarre circumstances 
that ultimately led to their demise, utilising the factual U-Boat Histories Volume 1 & 2 to correct and add additional 
information and especially to praise the work done by divers of the “Odyssey” company who located and filmed the 
wrecks.  I recently (in October 2012) said that these stories would be the last, but the other day the story I had long 
wanted to publish turned up on PBS America Channel (Sky 166).  A story of a mystery U-Boat found but 
unidentified off the US coast. A story I knew but had forgotten the U-Boat number. 
 
The story begins in the late 90’s when people diving off the Atlantic coast seaboard of New Jersey USA discovered 
the wreck of a W.W.II U-boat.  Checks with the Records Office in Hamburg revealed no knowledge of any such 
loss of a U-boat at that location. 
 
However the program then takes us aboard a diving vessel of “Military Historians” who are searching for the wreck 
to try and find the ID of the ship.  The wreck was soon located and the dive on it began.  The ships damage was 
severe and deemed to have been caused by torpedo, not depth charges, but tragedy struck when a diver who 
entered the wreck became entangled inside and was drowned. 
 
The next day a young diver went inside the wreck to the diesel engine room looking for something to ID the vessel, 
however as he negotiated his way around the engine the exhaust manifold came adrift, fell on the lad, trapping him 
to the deck.  With about 10 minutes time left the lads father dived to look for him, he managed to find him and by 
the time he had freed him from the manifold their time below was up!  They decided to shoot directly to the surface 
some 70/80 feet above, though still alive when pulled from the water, both died from intravenous oxygen poisoning 
and the “bends” soon after. 
 
Three men dead and no results from the dive, it was a remarkable effort from the Chief Diver, the next day when he 
entered the ER and the Electric Motor Room, located a spare parts box containing the spare motor control unit, the 
2 foot x 1 foot box was brought to the surface, in his haste to get out the Chief got entangled in the E. Room, but 
lucky for him, he managed to free himself and surfaced with the correct time stops to combat the bends, what a 
brave man. He rushed to see what the box contained.  When opened the box revealed a corroded control unit with 
an engraved plastic label unaffected by corrosion, clearly stating it was for Type IXC U-boat No.869. 
 
It confirmed the vessels ID, but there would still be much to prove when it was compared to the war record of 
U.869. 
 

The History of U-869 

U.869 a IXC/40 type U-boat was launched 5/10/1943, from January 1944 to November 1944 she was part of No.4 
Flottille, based at Stettin on the Baltic coast, whereupon she carried out training and shakedown cruises,  under 
Kapt/Lt Helmut Neuerburg, now ready for action, the new boat was ready for her 1

st
 patrol, she was now allocated 

to 33 U.Flottille at Flensberg. 
 
Orders were given to break out into the Atlantic and proceed to the US Coast in the New York/New Jersey area, 
patrolling for shipping. 
 
U.869 left Keil on 23/11/44 sailing for Norway, arrived Kristiansand on 4/12/44, and 4 days later left the 1

st
 patrol, 

the break out around the UK and trip across the Atlantic went to plan.  It took nearly 3  months to the 28
th
 February 

when they radioed base they were E.N.E of Atlantic City, New Jersey. 
 
In the meantime, 3 weeks were taken to get to the New York area, where no targets were sighted.  As nothing was 
heard from U.869, it was assumed that transmission problems had occurred.  On the 21/12/1944 U.Boat HQ 
ordered U.869 to withdraw and head for Gibraltar and patrol off Casablanca, no confirmation was received.  By the 
5/3/44 U.869 was probably homeward bound as now fuel would be critical. 
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German HQ now believed that U.869 had got to her station off Gibraltar but still no radio.  So she was posted as 
lost in this area.  The location of the wreck of U.869 is 39.33N x 73.02W, which is ENE of Atlantic City N.J.  
Therefore it seems logical that from 28-2-1944 to 5-3-1944 the U.869 suffered an attack in this area.  The most 
likely explanation is that this submarine was carrying new magnetic homing torpedoes, they found a target and 
fired one, guidance systems were known to be unreliable, the torpedo lost its way and homed in on the nearest 
target, that being U.869, this would explain the devastating damage to the wreck.  Thus the torpedo sank its own 
master.  The ship was lost with 57 hands, all killed. 
 
Note:  Although the submarine never made Gibraltar its loss in some public records assumes that it did and after 
war records attributed its sinking to USN & French Frigates, but this is now proved erroneous. 
 
Tailpiece:  In 2004 the film was shown on German TV, after the program an ex-sailor from aboard U.869 told how 4 
days before the ship left Norway he was taken ashore to hospital for stomach surgery, thus making him the only 
survivor.  “Killer Sub”?  Well its own crew of 57 and 3 divers 60 years later is enough for anybody don’t you think? 
 

Book Review 

In November 2012 I gave a 5 star rating to the Supermarine Company 
Profile 1913-1963.  Well now we have the Fairey Company, with a 
similar offering covering the years 1915 to 1960, written by the same 
author Martyn Chorlton, again running to 130 pages.  All your favourite 
Fairey Aviation creations from the end of W.W.I to 1960, via of course 
W.W.II.  If you enjoyed “Supermarine” then this is definitely for you.  
Again published by the Kelsey Publishing Group, telephone 01959 
541444, it was on the shelf in WH Smith Romford, priced £7.95, but 
hurry they were going fast. 
 
 
 
***** 5 Star Rating, looks like it could be a great series. 
 
 
 
 

Alan 
 
  

http://www.kelseyshop.co.uk/image/cache/data/001_FAIREY_CP_COVER-500x500.jpg
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IPMS Hornchurch AGM 2013 Agenda 

1. Committee Reports 
i) Secretary’s report – Peter Bagshaw 
ii) Assistant & Competition Secretary’s report – Robin Bellamy 
iii) Treasurer’s report – Bob Plumridge 
 

2. Election of Officers 
i) Secretary 
ii) Assistant & Competition Secretary 
iii) Treasurer 
 

3. Club Competitions 
a) Announcement of winners for 2012/2013 competitions 

i) Wally Arrowsmith Trophy (Aircraft) – Paul Bennett 
ii) IPMS Hornchurch Trophy (Miscellaneous) – Bob Lawrence & Kevin Curley 
iii) Modeller of the Year –  

1
st
 Ian Brown  Focke Wulf FW-190A-3 

2
nd

 Colin McAulliffe Type XXI Submarine 
3

rd
 Robert Smith Republic P-47 Thunderbolt 

 
b) Competition rules – Same as last year? 

 
Some competition/theme suggestions have been passed on to me and a few of my own 
too for consideration. 

 

 “Stars of Stage and Screen” – suggested as any subject that has featured in a TV 
series or film. 

 “Get your finger out!”  Let’s bring along a model project that has been stalled for 
some time or even quite a long time and then actually finish it. 

 “First and Last” –we pick a model that we still have, that was built some time ago and 
then make a new version of the model (assuming it’s still available), the idea being to 
show the difference in style of modelling from before to now. 

 “Weekender” – OK most of us would struggle to make any model no matter how simple 
in a weekend, but perhaps we could do a simple kit using straight from the box rules. 

 “Simple and Complex” – A bit like “First and Last” but in this case we build 2 of the 
same kits but use basic tools and paint brushes for one and then as much aftermarket 
and airbrushes (if we have them) for the other. 

 
4. Formulation of outstanding monthly dates for 2013 - 2014 

 
 

5. Any Other Business 
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Club Competition Rules 

 The competitions are split into 2, the Wally Arrowsmith Trophy for Aircraft subjects and the IPMS Hornchurch 
Trophy for Miscellaneous subjects. 

 Each competition will be run over rounds determined at the AGM (normally 4). 

 The schedule and any “Themes” for the competitions are decided at the AGM. 

 All models must have been completed for that competition year. 

 Each competition has been split into 2 categories. 
 Category 1 Category 2 

Aircraft 1/72
nd

 scale or less Greater than 1/72
nd

 scale 

Miscellaneous Military vehicles any scale 
Anything else, i.e. not an aircraft or military 

vehicle subject. 

 Registration of models must be made before 20:15 to allow voting to start at this time. 

 Members vote for the winning models in order of preference from 1
st
 to 5

th
 places in each category and 

competition. 

 For each competition round a competitor may enter a maximum of 2 models per category, i.e. For the Wally 
Arrowsmith competition (Aircraft) 2 models in Category 1 and 2 models in Category 2 are the maximum allowed 
per round. 

 Modellers may enter models in either or both competitions and categories, Aircraft and Miscellaneous. 

 A model may only be entered into any competition once. 

 Dioramas count as 1 model. 

 Two models on one base, but not a diorama, count as 2 models. 

 Modellers are not expected to vote for their own entries. 

 The person with the highest overall number of points in each competition (Aircraft or Miscellaneous) after the 
last round will be the club champion. 

 In the event of a tie on points the number of 1
st 

and 2
nd

 places etc. will be the deciding factor. 

 All models entered into any of the rounds are eligible for entry into the “Modeller of the Year” competition. 

 In the event of a dispute the Competition Secretary’s’ decision is final. 
 

Scoring 

Every model entered in each competition scores 5 points. 
The following points will be awarded for the 1

st
 five places in each competition category. 

 
1

st
 place 20 points 

2
nd

 place 18 points 
3

rd
 place 16 points 

4
th
 place 14 points 

5
th
 place 12 points 

i.e. a person entering 1 model who comes 3
rd

 will score 5 points for entry plus 16 points for 3
rd

 place, giving a total 
of 21 points. 

Modeller of the Year Competition 

Rules 

 Judging for the competition will be performed by external judges with no association with any of the entered 
models. 

 Any models which they have entered into the IPMS Hornchurch competition over the year are eligible for 
entry. 

 First, second and third places are to be awarded with the following prizes being awarded. 
 Winner (1

st
 place) £20 

 Runner up (2
nd

 place) £10 
 3

rd
 place £5 

 In the event of a dispute the judge’s decision is final. 
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Template for 2013 / 2014 Meeting Schedule 

 

March 18
th
  

April 15
th
 Competition Night 

May 20
th
  

June 17
th
 Competition Night 

July 15
th
  

August 19
th
  

September 16
th
 Competition Night 

October 21
st
  

November 18
th
 Competition Night 

December 16
th
 Quiz and nibbles 

January 20
th
 Competition: Modeller of the Year 

February 17
th
 AGM + Theme Build Competition 

 
 

Please note this can be completely changed if 
requested, this is just a guideline for discussion 


