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TOUCHING BASE 

 
Putting a model on a base at a show is a matter of controversy with some club members as it cuts down the 

number and sometimes size of models that can fit on the club stand. There are pros and cons to the argument, 

but few can say that a model displayed on a well finished base representing the models’ normal environment 

does not enhance the model and make the club stand “look the part”. 

  This article, as requested by the assistant secretary, is how I make my model bases, if you know better or make 

different types of base, write an article on how you do it, I for one am always willing to learn. 

 

Is the base going to be for one model, or a generic base? If the base is being built to show one specific model 

only, you can carve into or build up the base to match your completed model exactly. The model can then, after 

shaping, painting, flocking and painting the base, can be secured and the whole thing carried around in a box of 

matching size and height. If on the other hand, like myself, you require a generic type of base to display 

different models at different shows. Than building these bases are easier and normally simpler to transport 

around, they also work out very good value for money. 

 

What shape and size? This depends on the models type and shape and how much room you want around it for 

crew or equipment. A base to fit a 1/48th Blackbird is going to be a lot larger than a 1/76th Sherman. As a rule of 

thumb I normally place the model on an A3 or A4 sized piece of paper and fold the paper into smaller squares 

or rectangles and rotate the model until I get the right “sort of look”, normally about 30 degrees off of the centre 

line. Remember to always leave a space around the model otherwise it can look “crowded” on the base. 

 

Where do I get the base? You can buy a ready made plain base in all shapes and sizes from a manufacturer at 

a show, nice, but works out expensive if you want more than a couple of bases. I find the material for my bases 

in the off-cuts bin at my local B&Q, I always have a quick look over the cutting counter for thin M.D.F. Most 

of the off-cuts are roughly the right width but too long, B&Q don’t charge for the first two cuts on wood, so an 

off-cut at 75p or a pound can supply three good-sized bases.  

 

Looking good. M.D.F. is a very soft material and needs to be sealed and varnished to stop the edges scuffing 

and flaking. As long as the edges are all right you can give the base a coat of sander/sealer followed by a light 

sanding with flour paper. Follow this with a coat or two of quick drying varnish of a colour that you like and 

the base is finished, or if like most modellers you want some groundwork you are ready to apply it. If you have, 

or have access to a router, you can make the base look even better by giving the edges a variety of fluted 

finishes. Also using a router you can cut circles from M.D.F. sheet. 

 

Making a simple aircraft base. Easy, from a model shop, railway shop or Games Workshop store, purchase a 

roll of static grass. Cut the grass to the shape of your base less about a quarter of an inch all the way round and 

stick it down using a white glue.  Instant grass airfield ready for any suitable aircraft of any scale. Concrete 

hardstands and runways are also easy to do, you can buy pre-printed bases from V.L.S., but I think they look 

too dark and have too much contrast in the colours. I use the card backs of drawing pads, A4 refill pads, or any 

card of that type. This type of recycled card normally comes in grey, tarmac, or cream colours, concrete. The 

card also has a texture that looks “real” in any scale. Cut the card in the same way as the grass on a roll, leaving 

a small surround of varnished M.D.F. showing. Then, with a pen or pencil and a ruler, draw lines to represent 

the tarred joints where the different areas of concrete meet. This could be done at an angle to break up the 

formal, boring lines, when the aircraft is placed on the base also on an angle the effect is more “real”. 

 

The next steps. By combining the concrete/tarmac effect and the grass on a roll, you can simulate the edges of 

taxiways and hardstands. By then rubbing weathering pastels/chalks, available from art stores, over the concrete 

joints and edges you can create more “depth” to the base. A small amount of  “staining” can be added by using 

a fine brush with a brown or thinned black wash. Manhole covers can be included by cutting out an appropriate 

sized piece of the base material and replacing it with painted plasticard, photo etched mesh or another coloured 

piece of cardboard. Numbers, edge lines and directional markings can be added by using any type of paint to 

hand, on an old disused runway pastels work well as faded paint. 

 



All at sea. To make a sea or water base is fairly easy but can be a little messier depending on the scale and type 

of model to be displayed. Three main methods of constructing this type of base are normally used. 

• Resin, very well at simulating depth especially in shallow or clear water, it can also be tinted to give 

even a greater range of effects. Depending on the type of resin used very fine “bow waves” or “rough 

seas” can be created the problem with resin is its short shelf life before use and expense. 

• Flexible bathroom mastic, this can be sculpted into waves, ships wakes, bow waves and river flow 

patterns. The mastic can then be painted to simulate the environment of your model, deep blue for the 

Pacific Ocean to a muddy brown colour of a river or estuary. It’s cheap, available and relatively easy to 

do. 

• Perspex sheet can be bought in many effects; a slightly rippled water effect is about the best, but will 

only work for small size ships and sheltered water for larger scales. Cut a piece off of the sheet to the 

desired size by using a “P cutter”, this removes a small V shaped wedge from the sheet and you can then 

snap it like glass. Paint the smooth side of the Perspex and fix it to your base with double sided 

Sellotape. This is a good general water effect with its moulded wave pattern, but on the down side it has 

to be bought in large sheets, which are about £15. 

White water or ships wake can be painted on all the above bases, I like to use simple baking flour for small-

scale ships wakes and bow waves. I have to renew it every time I display this type of model, but the effects are 

unlimited and it does mean that I can change ships from base to base easily. 

 

Jam jars. Bases for cars follow the same effects as aircraft bases with only more options for the use of 

embossed plasticard for cobbled streets and pavements etc. 

 

AFV’s and figures. It becomes more of what can’t you do rather than what can you do. The range of static 

grasses, trees, photo etched leaves, bushes and architectural kits in all their forms are almost limitless. As there 

are so many options I will limit myself to a couple of bases, the first is a very simple base for displaying one 

vehicle or a single figure. Quick and easy, pick the size of the base that will be the most useful, sand and 

varnish it to a nice all over finish. Put the base on a large piece of newspaper and spread an irregular shaped 

patch of white glue in the middle of the base and then pour static grass over the entire base. Press the static 

grass down firmly and leave to dry, then tap the excess grass on to the newspaper and tip it back in its 

container. To add a little bit of relief use clay cat litter for rocks and lumps and bumps under the grass.  

 

The more complicated base would be given more height and depth by building up one or more parts of the base 

using M.D.F., expanded polystyrene or the good old-fashioned Blue Peter stand-by, papier-mâché. To make a 

sunken road diorama, the position and angle of the vehicle and roadway would be drawn out on the base and 

the sides built up around it using any material of your choice. This would then be covered with whatever scatter 

material to suit the type of terrain you want, trees, bushes or rocks could then be added if required. Mud or ruts 

could be simulated with pollyfilla or acrylic mastics and coloured with paints. 

 

This is not intended to be an exhaustive guide to base building, simply a “primer” for you to have a go. It has 

always seemed strange to me to spend a fair bit of money and then hours of work to achieve a really good 

model and then simply plonk it on a table. An hour or two of work will produce a few bases that will elevate 

your model from nothing special on the table to being something that is shown at its best, in the models correct 

environment. So for the cost of a basic 1/72nd kit you can make a few bases that make your models look really 

good, try it and see. 

   

Words from Robin. 
 
Please don’t forget that next month is competition night, so lets have a few more models on the table 
please. You have four weeks to finish your latest masterpiece and after tonight’s demonstration, 
perhaps displayed on a really nice base, no excuses, get cracking! 
  

  I brought along the FW 190S that I was building a couple of months ago to show as my work in 

progress. I wanted to have a look and photograph the original in Hendon museum for some references. 

So no problem, off to Hendon I went only to find that the Bomber Command Hall, where the aircraft is 



parked, has been closed to remove a wall to enable the Valiant to be dismantled for shipment to Cosford. 

I asked at the desk when the hall was going to be open again for viewing and was told anywhere between 

the end of October to the end of January. The person on the desk thought that the Vulcan was also on the 

move to Cosford for a Cold War display at that museum. In exchange the B-24 Liberator was coming to 

Hendon with a few other “bits”, so be warned, if it true what the desk person said, the Bomber 

Command Hall will be closed for some time as to remove the Vulcan all of the exhibits will have to be 

shifted around. So the FW 190S is now “on hold” waiting for the time when I can get the photos that I 

want. 

 

  Since the last meeting I attended the IPMS Brampton show, held at the Priory Centre in St. Neots with 

Peter Bagshaw. The weather certainly helped being bright sunshine and very warm. For those who have 

not been to this show, it is held right next to the river with the pleasure craft, rowing boats and swans all 

going past the centre, very civilised. It was another really good Brampton show, friendly with a great 

atmosphere. A large number of members of the public and other club members stopped to chat and ask 

questions of the models. All of the clubs from this part of the country attended as usual and a fair 

number of traders offering their wares with the exception of Areoclub this year, just my luck as I wanted 

a few pieces from them this year. 

   The “feel good factor” was certainly working judging from the amount of bulging carrier bags going 

out of the building and the piles of kits behind the stands, mine included. The highlight of the bargains 

that I acquired was a Revell JU87 in 1/48th, the Hasegawa mould, for a fiver. I was told that the Revell 

decals could be a bit “iffy”, on another walk around I spotted an Eagle Strike set of decals for the Stuka 

with Battle of Britain, Russia, Greece and Italian option for £2 under a table, that was soon in my bag! 

Also a 1/48th Hasegawa Me 109 F2 with an Eduard etched set included, for the princely sum of £8.  

  Peter also came home with a carrier bag full of goodies and so it was a poorer pair, but a fairly content 

pair that made the return journey to Romford. I will certainly make space on my calendar for this show 

next year and I’m sure Peter will be doing the same. 

 

  So happy modelling and don’t forget it’s competition night next month! 

 

All the best, Robin.  
 
 

Gillingham Show. 

It was a slow day not like last year hardly any traders but the good news was selling under the 

tables was allowed hooray! Me (the Ed) picked up a very nice bargain Tamiya M42 duster 

complete with the Eduard photo etch set knocked down from £17 to a mere £10 what a bargain. 

The other club members who were there I think also picked up some nice bargains too. 

Sorry no pictures I’ve misplaced them somewhere that or their hiding. 

Well keep on modelling. 

Danny  
 



Peters Prattling 
Next month – October 2005 

Is competition night, so bring along any finished models. 

 

Brampton 2005 Show Report 

Yet again Brampton put on a very pleasant show, with the usual mix of traders and clubs/SIGs on display.  I 

must admit to picking up some bargains, a Dragon Tiger I (Initial) for £19, that’ll do nicely!  More surprisingly 

for me was the amount of old Frog or Novo kits I managed to shift from under the table trading, OK so they 

were mostly under £2 but there were in most cases more modern ,and usually better detailed models available, 

not that I’m complaining you understand. 

 

  

 
 

Forthcoming Shows 

24th & 25th September 

(Saturday & Sunday) 

South West Model Expo 2005.  Tank Museum, Bovington, Dorset, BH20 

6JG. 

Apparently LSA models will be having a sale of kits that may have some 

bits missing, but can be easily replaced or built, e.g. no tracks. 

1st October 

(Saturday) 

Barking Railway Show, Eastbury House, Ripple Road, Barking.  We have 

almost as much space as we want.  The organiser has set aside the same 

room as we had last year, approximately 20 foot of space.  Apparently the 

Army have offered to bring along a tank for display; I guess this will be a 

Scorpion or Scimitar rather than the larger Challenger.  Setting up will be 

from 8:00 and the show is open to the public from 10:00 until 4:00. 

2nd October 

(Sunday) 

East Anglian Model Show at the Mid-Suffolk Leisure Centre, 

Gainsborough Road, Stowmarket, IP14 1LH. Doors open 10 am to 4.30 

pm. 

19th and 20th November 

(Saturday and Sunday) 

ScaleModelWorld (The Nationals).  Are you thinking of attending?  If so 

please give some thought to spending some time manning our stand. 

 

We are definitely booked for 2 tables. 

6th February 2006 

(Sunday) 

ModelKraft 2006, Milton Keynes show.  We haven’t officially booked this 

one yet, but we should be on the invitation list.  I have emailed asking for 

tables. 

 

Whilst on the subject of model shows, I’ve received a letter from the organisers of the “Fort Full of Models” 

show at Newhaven Fort to say that they will not be holding a show next year, and reading between the lines I 

suspect that they are not planning to hold the show again for some time.  The reason they give for this is falling 



attendance of visitors to the show, rather than support from clubs and traders, to the point where they felt that 

effort of organising the show wasn’t worth it for the returns. 

 

“FROG Spawn” Model Lottery Competition 

The idea is this. 

• You pay £1 stake for each kit.  Note there is no limit to the number of kits you can purchase. 

• The kits are allocated via “lucky dip”.  In practice this didn’t work, so just have a rummage through the 

box for whatever takes your fancy. 

• For each kit completed by the December meeting you get 50 pence of your £1 stake back. 

• The winner of the competition, judged in December, receives the rest of the stake money. 

• Just to clarify you can add any aftermarket updates and decals or just build from the box, your choice. 

 

So far the following have been brave enough to enter.  Final entrants can be purchased up until the November 

club night. 

Entrant Model 

Alan Carr Grumman Hellcat 

Alan Carr Grumman Wildcat 

Alan Wright Westland Lysander 

Danny Alvisse Westland Lysander 

Ian Brown Miles Magister 

John Huston Hawker Typhoon 

Kevin Curley Hotspur Glider 

Nick Pedley Hawker Sea Hawk 

Peter Bagshaw Percival Proctor 

Peter Collins Fairey Barracuda 

Ralph Hebron Douglas Boston 

Ralph Hebron Miles Master 

Ricky Prager Lockheed P-38 

Lightning 

Robin Bellamy Bristol Blenheim 

Roy Prager Lockheed P-38 

Lightning 

Wally 

Arrowsmith 

de Havilland Hornet 

Wally 

Arrowsmith 

de Havilland Vampire 

Perhaps next month we can all bring our kits to show how we are getting on and don’t forget make sure you 

finish the model by the December meeting and you could win £9. 

 

Well that’s all for now so happy modelling. 

Peter 


