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Peter’s “Prattlings” 

Reports Required 

Still no flood of volunteers as yet, but Mick Pitts has said he was writing something on building a 

Tamiya Spitfire (at least I think that’s what he said, apologies if it wasn’t).  I’ve also asked Alan 

Carr and Peter Quinn if they could write something about the US Navy; I know Alan was working 

on a US Navy colours write up so hopefully if the IPMS membership hasn’t lynched him yet 

hopefully this will appear.  Ian Brown has been asked whether he can write about motorcycle 

building but he said he might have a go at writing something about the Hampden he built recently.  

Malcolm Robinson has said he would probably attempt a build guide for a resin/multimedia car kit.  

Watch this space. 

 

If you want to know about any particular subjects let me know and I can put a request into the 

newsletter, hopefully someone will take up the challenge.  Alternatively don’t just sit back and 

think someone else will do the work, take up the pen or keyboard and write something. 

 

Article Title/Subject Comments 

Photographing or videoing 

models. 

Pass on any hints or tips you have on how you take photos or videos 

of models, or expand it to include real life subjects. 

Real world research. What would you like to know more about?  Ask the “experts” from 

the club for help. 

Ship modelling. Any ship (note spelling no T’s in ship!) modellers who can pass on 

a few hints and tips.  There have been at least 3 or 4 ship models 

appear on the competition tables in the last couple of years. 

What was the most difficult / best 

/ satisfying / annoying model you 

ever built and why? 

All of us should be able to write something about this. 

Running and presenting a model 

show. 

What is needed, who to contact, items to hire, venues to fix, 

insurance, entrance pricing, costs involved and disposal of profit are 

all areas that could be covered.  Could be a useful guide for 

members who may wish to get involved in the running of a show or 

give those that don’t an appreciation of the effort involved. 

How does a railway club, or any 

other hobby club for that matter, 

compare of differ from ours? 

What could we learn from other clubs? 

How do you display your models 

at home? 

Do you use display cabinets, if so where from or did you make 

them?  If you don’t display them where are they kept and why aren’t 

they on display? 

What was the most expensive kit 

you ever bought? 

No one you may want to answer, especially if “her-in-doors” reads 

this too.  I will accept anonymous contributions to this one.  Also 

was the kit worth it after all? 

Have you ever sold a completed How much for?  Was the offered price a surprise?  Did you wish 
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model? you hadn’t? 

Have you ever bought a 

completed model? 

If so why? 

Diecast models. Did you know there are more outlets and trade stands for these types 

of model.  Ever tempted to buy this type of model? 

Are you a frustrated modeller? Do you spend more time on the Internet or reading about models or 

reference material or chasing bits for the project and not actually at 

the bench?  If so why and are you happy to be in this situation? 

Modelling cars and or 

motorbikes. 

We’ve never had any articles about this area of modelling in the 

club magazine despite many of our members professing to be 

interested in this subject matter and a fair number of models 

appearing on the competition tables. 

Reference material organisation. How do you find the reference material for the latest project?  Is all 

yours in a pile and can’t find what you want or have you produced a 

list or database the club could share? 

Air / Military / Model shows. What makes you travel often many miles to attend these events?  Do 

you find they are very similar after a while? 

Dioramas. How do you keep them, in display cases or something else or not at 

all?  If you don’t how do you stop dust damage?  How do you go 

about putting a diorama together? 

U.S. Navy Aircraft. At least 3 or 4 people profess to be interested in this topic but again 

no articles have appeared in the magazine.  I know some of the club 

have also visited an aircraft carrier recently, how about an article on 

that? 

Figure modelling. Much more information on “how to” needed here, you tell us, “we 

know nothing!” 

Jokes 

Passengers on a small commuter plane are waiting for the flight to leave.  They're getting a little 

impatient, but the airport staff has assured them that the pilots will be there soon, and the flight can 

take off immediately after that.  The entrance opens and two men walk up the aisle, dressed in pilot 

uniforms.  Both are wearing dark glasses.  One is using a seeing-eye dog, and the other is tapping 

his way up the aisle with a cane.  Nervous laughter spreads through the cabin. 

 

The men enter the cockpit, the door closes, and the engines start up. 

 

The passengers begin glancing nervously around, searching for some sign that this is just a little 

practical joke.  None is forthcoming.  The plane moves faster and faster down the runway and 

people at the windows realize that they're headed straight for the water at the edge of the airport 

territory. 

 

As it begins to look as thought the plane will never take off and will plough into the water, panicked 

screams fill the cabin.  But at that moment, the plane lifts smoothly into the air.  The passengers 
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relax and laugh a little sheepishly, and soon they have all retreated into their magazines, secure in 

the knowledge that the plane is in good hands. 

 

Up in the cockpit, the co-pilot turns to the pilot and says, "You know, Bob, one of these days, 

they're going to scream too late, and we're all gonna die." 

9 Things I Hate About Everyone 

I found this on the Aircraft Resource Centre chat rooms and if nothing else it raised a smile.  See 

what you think. 

 

1. People who point at their wrist while asking for the time.  I know where my watch is pal, 

where the heck is yours? 

Do I point at my crotch when I ask where the toilet is? 

 

2. People who are willing to get off their ass to search the entire room for the TV remote 

because they refuse to walk to the TV and change the channel manually. 

 

3. When people say, "Oh you just want to have your cake and eat it too".  Damn right!  What 

good is a cake if you can't eat it? 

 

4. When people say "it's always the last place you look".  Of course it is.  Why the hell would 

you keep looking after you've found it? 

 

5. When people say while watching a film "did you see that?”  No Loser, I paid $12 to come to 

the cinema and stare at the frigging floor. 

 

6. People who ask, "Can I ask you a question?".  Didn't really give me a choice there, did ya 

sunshine? 

 

7. When something is 'new and improved!’  Which is it? 

If it's new, then there has never been anything before it.  If it's an improvement, then there 

must have been something before it. 

 

8. When people say, "life is short". What the -----??  Life is the longest damn thing anyone 

ever does!!  What can you do that's longer? 

 

9. When you are waiting for the bus and someone asks, "Has the bus come yet?"  If the bus 

came would I be standing here, dumb ass? 

Peter 
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Charlie’s “Chuckles” 

 
 

 

Charles 
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Danny’s “Devices” 

Propeller Motors 

For those modellers who like to add a little action to 

their models I have found the following website which 

supply small motors used in pagers, which can be used 

to spin propellers. 

 

http://www.indoor.flyer.co.uk/motors-gearboxes.htm 

email.. eegs@nottingham.ac.uk 

 

Model mk06-03 0.8v  3ohm 

6x12mm 1.32gms 

axis .80mm 

 

Priced at £1.65 each p&p to UK free 

Three Worst Chinese Torture Tests 

A man is out in the Chinese wilderness and he’s hopelessly lost.  It’s been nearly three weeks since 

he’s eaten anything besides what he could forage and he’s been reduced to sleeping in caves and 

under trees. 

 

One afternoon he comes upon an old mansion in the woods.  It has vines covering most of it and the 

man can’t see any other buildings in the area.  However he sees smoke coming out of the chimney 

implying someone is home. 

 

He knocks on the door and an old man answers, with a beard almost down to the ground.  The old 

man squints his eyes and says, “What do you want?” 

 

The man says, “I’ve been lost for the past three weeks and haven’t had a decent meal or sleep since 

that time.  I would be most gracious if I could have a meal and sleep in your house for tonight.” 

 

The old Chinese man says, “I’ll let you come in on one condition:  You cannot mess around with 

my granddaughter.” 

 

The man exhausted and hungry readily agrees, saying, “I promise I won’t cause you any trouble.  

I’ll be on my way tomorrow morning.” 

 

The old Chinese man counters, “OK, but if I do catch you then I’ll give you the three worst Chinese 

tortures ever know to man.” 
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“Ok, ok” the man said as he entered the house.  Besides he thought to himself, what kind of woman 

would live out in the wilderness all her life? 

 

Well, that night the man came down to eat (after showering); he saw how beautiful the 

granddaughter was.  She was an absolute pearl, and while he had been only lost for three weeks, it 

had been many, many months without companionship.  And the girl had only seen the occasional 

monk besides her grandfather and well; they both couldn’t keep their eyes off each other throughout 

the meal. 

 

That night the man snuck into the girls’ bedroom and they had quite a time but kept the noise down 

to a minimum.  The man crept back to his room later that night thinking to himself, “Any three 

torture tests would be worth it after that experience.” 

 

Well, the next morning the man awoke to a heavy weight on his chest.  He opened his eyes and 

there was this huge rock on his chest.  On the rock was a sign saying “1st Chinese torture test: 100lb 

rock on chest”. 

 

“What a lame torture test” the man thought to himself as he got up and walked over to the window.  

He opened the shutter and threw the rock out.  On the backside of the rock is another sign saying 

“2nd worst Chinese torture test: rock tied to right testicle.” 

 

The man seeing the rock was too far out of the window to be grabbed, jumps out the window after 

the rock.  Outside the window is a third sign saying “3rd worst Chinese torture test: Left testicle tied 

to bedpost.” 

Danny 
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Events Schedule 2003/2004 

Items highlighted are where IPMS Hornchurch has booked space. 

 

1st November 

(Saturday) 

North Surrey Military Modelling Group Open Day.  We will be holding our open day at a new venue, 

The Thomas Wall Centre, Benhill Avenue, Sutton, Surrey.  Any Clubs or traders interested in attending (or 

if you want anymore info), call Dus Adele on 02083935480 or email dus.adele@ntlworld.com 

2nd November 

(Sunday) 

Elsecar Model Show, Elsecar Heritage Centre, Wath Road, Elsecar, Barnsley.  Details from Martin 

Blundell, tel 01226 753649. 

22nd/23rd November 

(Saturday & Sunday) 
Scale Modelworld 2003 to be held at the Telford International Centre, Telford Shropshire 

1st February 2004 

(Sunday) 

IPMS Milton Keynes is pleased to announce the first show of the new year, ModelKraft 2004, which will 

be held on the 1st February 2004. Bletchley Leisure Centre, Milton Keynes. 

8th February 2004 

(Sunday) 
Yorkshire 2004, Huddersfield Sports Centre. Open 10.00–17.00. 60 clubs and SIGs and 30 traders. 

24th & 25th April 2004 

(Saturday & Sunday) 

Scottish National Model Championships 2004, Dewars Centre, Glover Street, Perth. 10.00–17.00 each 

day. 
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Wrighty’s References 

Fighter Squadrons of the Fleet Air Arm in W.W.II 

801 Squadron 

Formed originally from 401 Flight in 1933, the outbreak of the war saw the squadron, which had 

recently equipped with Blackburn Skuas embarked aboard the carrier Furious.  From September 

1939 employed on trade protection in the North Atlantic, which also involved the Graf Spee episode 

in the winter of ’39.  They returned to be landed ashore in the Orkneys in September 1940; the 

squadron remained here whilst Furious was involved in the Norway campaign.  They were 

embarked aboard the Ark Royal for one operation during the Norwegian operation when they also 

had several Blackburn Roc aircraft on strength. 

 

On return to the UK the Skua/Roc squadron was transferred to No. 16 Group of Coastal Command 

using Eastleigh & Detling as bases during their cover of the Dunkirk withdrawal. 

 

After this a return to Furious, minus Rocs, in June 1940 for ferrying operations which lasted until 

January 1941, as a fighter component, during this time they took part in more strikes in Norwegian 

waters during September to October 1940. 

 

Landed ashore at St Marwyn in Cornwall, they prepared fro dive bombing, a mission against the 

Scharnhorst & Gniesnau at Brest, which was later cancelled.  Once ashore the Skua’s shortcomings 

prevented a further return to sea combat, shore patrols in Scotland and the channel followed.  In 

August 1941 the regrouped unit converted to Sea Hurricanes at Yeovilton, then moved up to 

Scotland for training, by March to April 1942 they were on fighter patrols around Aberdeen. 

 

After non-operational work up on Argus on the way to the Mediterranean they joined Eagle in June 

1942 for operations in the Mediterranean with Force H.  Based in Gibraltar the unit took part in 

convoy operations Harpoon and Pedestal during June to August 1942, indeed during Pedestal Eagle 

was sunk (11/08/42) and the unit lost and subsequently disbanded. 

 

Reformed in September 1942 at Stretton Lancashire with Seafire IBs, the new squadron had a quick 

work up and joined Furious in October 1942 to sail for Operation Torch in North Africa in 

November 1942 and thereafter with Force H until the end of the year. 

 

In 1943 the Furious returned to the UK and the squadron remained as her fighter component 

throughout the year based in Scapa Flow with the Home Fleet, various Scottish bases being used 

when ashore from the carrier. 

 

During 1944 they continued to be associated with Furious and the Home Fleet, in April/May the 

Seafires were upgraded to Mk.IIs and IIIs, during the period February 1944 to September 1944 they 
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carried out a dozen strikes against Norwegian coastal targets and cover for Operation Goodwood 

(the Turpitz raid), after the final action in September 1944 Furious was retired from service. 

 

The Squadron in company with 880 Squadron was formed into No.38 Fighter Wing and allocated to 

Implacable, who continued the coastal strikes until December 1944. 

 

HMS Implacable had been destined for the British Pacific Fleet and sailed accordingly in early 

1945; training continued en-route and squadron strength had been increased from 12 to 24 aircraft, 

Seafire IIIs.  The carrier arrived in the Admiralty Islands at Manus and took part in the attack on the 

Japanese base of Truk in June 1945.  After this they were involved in the British Pacific Fleet 

strikes on Japan over the period July to August 1945.  As a late arrival to the British Pacific Fleet 

they continued after the war until June 1946 using the shore base Schofields when not on the 

carrier, finally disbanding in June 1946. 

Squadrons and Their Aircraft in W.W.II 

This month the second of the USAAF serving in the Pacific theatre of war in W.W.II is the 13th 

Airforce, one of the smaller and more varied units, its area of operations were the South Pacific 

around the Solomon Islands and later the South West Pacific covering the many islands including 

the Philippines, Borneo, Celebes and New Guinea.  The full history is told in the “Thirteenth Air 

Fore Story” by Ken C. Rust, published by Historical Aviation Album Publication, ISBN 0-911852-

90-5.  UK distributor The Aviation Bookshop, N19 3PD. 

 

Alan 
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No.2 The USAAF 13th Airforce. 

Group 
Squadrons and 

Codes 

< ---------  1942 ---------- > < -------   1943 1944 1945 

Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug 

Fighter Groups 

18 12 44 70 49 
       

< ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- P-38 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

> 

       < ---------------------------- P-39 ------------------------- > < ------------ P-61 / P-70 ------------- > < ---------------------------------- P-38 ----------------------------------- > 

                                          

347 67 68 389       < ------------------------------------------------------- P-39 / P-400 ------------------------------------------------- > 
< ---------------------------------------- P-38 ------------------------------- 

> 

          < ------------- P-400 ------------- > 
< ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ P-38 ------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

> 

                                          

Recon Group 

4 17 18 19 20      
< ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ F-4 Lightning ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

> 

                                          

Heavy Bombardment Groups 

5 23 31 72 394    < ------------------------------ B-17 ------------------------ > 
< ------------------------------------------------------------------------ B-24 ----------------------------------------------------------------------- 

> 

11 26 42 98 431 < --------------------- B-17 ------------------- > Transferred to VII AF 

307 370 371 372 424       < ------------------------- B-17 ---------------------- > 
< ----------------------------------------------------------------- B-24 ----------------------------------------------------------------- 

> 

                                          

Medium Bomber Group 

42 
69 70 390          < ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ B-25 --------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

> 75 76 77 406         

                                          

Troop Carrier Group 

403 63 64 65 66             
< --------------------------------------------------------------------------- C-47  -------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

> 

 


