
“STICKY FINGERS” 
 

IPMS HORNCHURCH - NEWSLETTER 
 

 Page 1 October 2002 
  

Secretary: Alan Carr 

5 Roslyn Gardens, Gidea Park, Essex RM2 5RH 

01708 747849 

email: acarr.jaglancia@virgin.net 

Assistant Secretary: Peter Bagshaw 

25 Repton Drive, Gidea Park, Essex, RM2 5LP 

01708 726 102 

email: Peter.Bagshaw@uk.pwcglobal.com 
 

 

 
 

Alan’s “Annotations” ......................................................................................................................... 2 

Airline humour ................................................................................................................................. 2 

Strong Wings.................................................................................................................................... 4 

Little Big Man .................................................................................................................................. 4 

Peter’s “Prattlings” ............................................................................................................................ 9 

Interesting Web Links ...................................................................................................................... 9 

Show Pictures – Mildenhall and Halton .......................................................................................... 9 

Husband Shopping Centre – It’s a joke, isn’t it? ........................................................................... 10 

Ken’s “Korner” ................................................................................................................................ 10 

Events Schedule 2002 ....................................................................................................................... 13 

Events Schedule 2003 ....................................................................................................................... 13 

Wrighty’s References ....................................................................................................................... 14 

The Downward Spiral – The Demise of the Jagdwaffe ................................................................. 14 

Chapter 8 – Eastern Front Heroes, JG52 & JG51 .......................................................................... 14 

JG51 ........................................................................................................................................... 14 

Photos and Markings of JG51 ........................................................................................................ 16 

Stab ............................................................................................................................................ 16 

I Gruppe ..................................................................................................................................... 18 

III Gruppe ................................................................................................................................... 19 

IV Gruppe................................................................................................................................... 20 

The Long Retreat on the Eastern Front .......................................................................................... 21 



“STICKY FINGERS” 
 

IPMS HORNCHURCH - NEWSLETTER 
 

 Page 2 October 2002 
  

Secretary: Alan Carr 

5 Roslyn Gardens, Gidea Park, Essex RM2 5RH 

01708 747849 

email: acarr.jaglancia@virgin.net 

Assistant Secretary: Peter Bagshaw 

25 Repton Drive, Gidea Park, Essex, RM2 5LP 

01708 726 102 

email: Peter.Bagshaw@uk.pwcglobal.com 
 

 

Alan’s “Annotations” 

So now the autumn is upon us, air shows are over, F1 has finished somewhat predictably with a 

complete route by Ferrari and the model show scene finishes for a few months, although the 

Nationals are still on the horizon, but for this year the club is not putting in a big appearance.  Cost 

is a big thing for some members plus two or three days away can make things a little “fragile” at 

home. 

 

So it’s now back to the building board, what project have you started?  Why not share it with us in 

the form of work in progress.  I’m sure fellow members would be interested to hear how you 

overcame a particular problem.  Take my Bearcat; I had just finished spraying the red stripes on the 

wings.  I took off the masking tape and didn’t notice until later that the wing tip nav light was 

missing.  Great! couldn’t find it anywhere. Let’s dig out some clear plastic rod glue it in the tip then 

rub it down to get a proper profile, groan! 

 

Then that little light bulb went on as it does rarely now days, I have some two part clear epoxy glue, 

mix some Tamiya clear green with it and problem solved in five minutes, whilst it’s setting you can 

mould it as you want, when it has hardened you can rub it down and polish it to perfection. 

 

Sorry about the confusion over last month’s meeting, but Kevin’s dad was taken into hospital and 

unfortunately there was not a happy conclusion to his stay there.  So we will arrange another visit by 

Kevin for another time next year. 

 

Hope your American project is coming along fine, remember we would like to see it at the club 

meeting in December in preparation for Southern Expo next year. 

 

That’s about all for this month. 

 

May your nav.lights stayed glued 

Airline humour 

Here are some conversations that airline passengers normally don't hear. 

 

The following are accounts of actual exchanges between airline pilots and control towers from 

around the world: 

 

While taxiing at London Gatwick, the crew of a US Air flight departing for Ft. Lauderdale made a 

wrong turn and came nose to nose with a United 727. 

 

An irate female ground controller lashed out at the US Air crew, screaming: 

"US Air 2771, where the hell are you going? I told you to turn right onto Charlie taxiway! You 

turned right on Delta! Stop right there. I know it's difficult for you to tell the difference between Cs 

and Ds, but get it right!" 
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Continuing her tirade to the embarrassed crew, she was now shouting hysterically: "God, you've 

screwed everything up! It'll take forever to sort this out! You stay right there and don't move till I 

tell you to! You can expect progressive taxi instructions in about half an hour and I want you to go 

exactly where I tell you, when I tell you, and how I tell you! You got that, US Air 2771?" 

 

"Yes ma'am," the humbled crew responded. 

 

Naturally the ground control frequency went terribly silent after the verbal bashing of US Air 2771. 

Nobody wanted to engage the irate ground controller in her current state. Tension in every cockpit at 

LGW was running high. 

 

Then an unknown pilot broke the silence and asked: 

"Wasn't I married to you once?" 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

A DC-10 had an exceedingly long roll out after landing with a high approach speed. 

 

San José Tower: "American 751 heavy, turn right at the end of the runway, if able. If not able, take 

the Guadalupe exit off Highway 101, make a right at the lights and return to the airport." 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Unknown aircraft: "I'm f...ing bored!" 

 

Air Traffic Control: "Last aircraft transmitting, identify yourself immediately!" 

 

Unknown aircraft: "I said I was f...ing bored, not f...ing stupid!" 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Tower: "Eastern 702, cleared for takeoff, contact Departure on 124.7" 

 

Eastern 702: "Tower, Eastern 702 switching to Departure. By the way, after we lifted off we saw 

some kind of dead animal on the far end of the runway." 

 

Tower: "Continental 635, cleared for takeoff, contact Departure on 124.7. Did you copy that report 

from Eastern 702?" 

 

Continental 635: "Continental 635, cleared for takeoff, roger; and yes, we copied Eastern and we've 

already notified our caterers......" 
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Strong Wings 

Perhaps the most famous squadron in the history of aviation was the VMF-214 Black Sheep, 

pictured here in a 1943 publicity photograph. The pilots wear hats given to the squadron by the St. 

Louis Cardinals baseball team, and those holding bats are aces with five or more aerial kills. Major 

Gregory Boyington, the squadron’s colorful skipper, is pictured tenth from the right. 

 

Little Big Man 

Don't let looks deceive: Rose generally raced 

with a scowl. He sits in the Maserati 8CTF 

he put on pole for the '41 Indy 500. He won 

too, but only once he'd switched to the Offy 

Noc-Out Hose Clamp Spl 

 

Mauri Rose was diminutive in stature but 

possessed huge gobbets of talent and 

determination. Joe scalzo chronicles the 

career of the... “Little Big Man” 

This will take a moment or two to explain: if 

there hadn’t been an Eddie Rickenbacker, 

there'd probably have never been a Mauri 

Rose. Projectile Mauri Rose, upon being 

loaded into the open chamber of a behemoth 

Indycar, truly became a projectile - blam! 



“STICKY FINGERS” 
 

IPMS HORNCHURCH - NEWSLETTER 
 

 Page 5 October 2002 
  

Secretary: Alan Carr 

5 Roslyn Gardens, Gidea Park, Essex RM2 5RH 

01708 747849 

email: acarr.jaglancia@virgin.net 

Assistant Secretary: Peter Bagshaw 

25 Repton Drive, Gidea Park, Essex, RM2 5LP 

01708 726 102 

email: Peter.Bagshaw@uk.pwcglobal.com 
 

 
Bracing his hard-gristled shoulders and skeletal elbows against the frame rails for support, Mauri-

the-bullet was a broken-nosed little bone rack with a bad attitude who, despite looking tiny and lost 

rattling around in their vast cockpits for Indy's rip-roaring 500 miles, always did the fastest job of 

juicing the monsters of the Brickyard's 1930-50 front-wheel-drive epoch. 

 

Assassin Eddie Rickenbaker, who had brilliantly barnstormed Duesenbergs on dirt, boards and 

bricks in 1914-16, but who spent 1918 in the shooting-gallery skies above France, truly was an 

assassin, his blazing machine guns endlessly barking rat-a-tat-tat. World War 1, `Rick' had 

imagined, was going to be one big blast, just another fun race: the airstrips on the edge of No Man's 

Land reminded him of the paddocks and pits at Sheepshead Bay and Corona; the Lafayette 

Escadrille and Hat-In-The Ring squads, who maintained the SPAD he'd learned to fly in three 

weeks, were much like the factory mechanics who'd maintained his racing Duesies; and Rick further 

fantasised that going up against Manfred von Richthofen was going to be the same as duelling back 

in the U S of A with `Terrible' Teddy Tetzlaff or Dario Resta's brother-in-law, Spencer Wishart. 

. 

Then one day he got swarmed by five Fokkers and they chased him back to where he'd come from. 

Rick got pissed off Retaliating he proceeded to embark on 10 combat missions - all flown during 

October,1918 that made him flying's greatest instrument of destruction in the Great War. 

 

In the first he set fire to a dragon balloon. In the second he mortally wounded a Halberstadt and 

blasted a Fokker In the third he blew up a Halberstadt and a Rumpler. In the fourth he destroyed a 

Fokker. In the fifth he pierced a second balloon. In the sixth he downed two Fokkers that hit the 

ground, burning, in the same instant, In the seventh,he exploded his fifth Fokker and damaged a 

sixth. In the eighth he claimed yet another. In the ninth he wasted two more. In the tenth he took out 

a member of the elite von Richtofen squadron as well as a third balloon. Decorated with the 

Congressional Medal of Honor, the Legion d'Honneur the Distinguished Service Cross, and the 

Croix de Guerre, Rick went home co-ranked with John `Black Jack' Pershing as America's biggest 

war hero. 

 

Unhappily, the American public proved fickle and forgetful, and when Rick and some monied 

backers manufactured a Rickenbaker automobile, nobody bought one; Rick and the backers lost 

their shirts. An equally grave mistake of timing was Rickenbacker's 1927-45 ownership of the 

Indianapolis Motor Speedway. The combination of the Great Depression and the slaughter and 

stupidities of Indy's Junkyard Formula' were making Indy's economics and popularity unravel, and 

in 1933, the worst year of the Depression and the Formula, Rick faced his own worst moment as 

Speedway czar. 

 

Just as the field of 42 - the largest in history - was all lined up and preparing to set out for the annual 

800 left-hand turns, somebody went to the medics and ratted on Howdy Wilcox. Although Howdy 

had been 500 runner-up the previous year, up until race morning it had been a well kept secret that 

he was a diabetic who had to take insulin hits while chauffeuring. Rickenbacker, then, was on the 

receiving end of the difficult responsibility of having to disqualify Wilcox for medical and safety 
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reasons. But Howdy didn't want to go and, because he was a popular guy, the other drivers didn't 

want him to go. 

 

So they threatened Rick with a wildcat strike unless he reinstated their friend. A tall erect man with 

a hard flat mouth and those assassin eyes, Rick immediately rounded up the would-be strikers and 

told them to read his lips: if they carried out their plot there'd never be another 500 because he'd turn 

the Brickyard into a parking lot. The race ran as scheduled. A replacement pilot still had to be 

located for Wilcox's vacant Gilmore Special though, and who should pop up but this runt of a 

motor-mouth rookie who was as unpopular as Howdy was popular, and who'd trained for the 500 as 

a rough-and-tumble dirt tracker. He was - you guessed it - Mauri Rose. 

 

In the ragged 500 that followed, two drivers and one mechanic crashed and died; Rose, alone, 

seemed unperturbed by the considerable chaos he'd help create. Tucking into the opposition much 

like his `benefactor' Rickenbaker tucked into Fokkers, Mauri went on the warpath. Ordered to start 

42nd and not to pass a single car until getting his bearings, he overtook a dozen on his first lap. 

Forty-eight laps later he was fourth and about to give the leaders a flogging when his own engine 

unloaded. The following year Mauri was holding down first place in a Leon Duray sled that Wilbur 

Shaw had derided as the worst handling on the track. It finally wore Rose out, and `Wild' Bill 

Cummings slipped past; Mauri hung on for second. He dropped out with another broken car in '35, 

surged from 30th to fourth in'36, snapped an oil line in'37, sheared a supercharger in'38, took eighth 

in'39 and'40 and, by'41, was more than ready to win. 

 

A fittingly mad Mauri Rose scenario unfolded. Following a morning Gasoline Alley fire that roared 

through 24 of the 33 stalls and destroyed three cars, Mauri - who'd started from pole in a fast but 

short-fused Maserati - led or stayed with leaders Shaw and Rex Mays for 65 laps until grounded 

with unrepairable mechanical ailments Still full of racing and going crazy with impatience, all 

Mauri could do was wait for his car owner Lou Moore to flag off the track a second team car that 

was running a hot 12th, and sit Mauri in it. When Moore at last did so, something like a third of the 

500 miles were history. Mauri now was expected to gun this hoodoo wagon (one year it had won the 

500; the next it had killed its driver) past 11 other drivers, including heavies Shaw and Mays, in just 

300 miles, but Mauri was the life of the party. He only needed 200. Indy 500 wins don't come any 

hotter. 

 

Following a four-year hiatus for W WII, the Indy 500 resumed in 1946 with Mauri's faithful car 

owner Moore, once a decent Speedway chauffeur himself, deciding he wanted to play the genius 

role. Spending all his money building up two Blue Crown Specials, Moore gave one to his difficult 

ace Mauri and the second to ex-ice skater Bill Holland, a hunk who was as handsome as Mauri was 

homely, yet a terrific race driver in any case. Moore's pay-off was an unprecedented three 500 scores 

in a row: 1947 (Mauri, aided and abetted by a controversial Moore pit signal);'48 (Mauri again) and 

'49 (Holland). For half a century Indianapolis has been waiting in vain for somebody to duplicate the 

Blue Crown hat trick, but - easy as Rose and Holland made it look - having two prima Dona 

champions on the same team didn't make Moore's life easier. Mauri, for example, dictated to Moore 
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at every 500: "Lou, when the racecar is sitting still in the pits, you can be the boss. When it's on the 

racetrack, I am." Not only that, but somewhere along the line, Mauri acquired the briar pipe that he 

was forever puffing in Moore's face; and, among numerous Mauri race day demands, Moore was 

expected to co-ordinate personnel to pass Mauri sticks of chewing gum during pit stops (if it wasn't 

Beeman's Pepsin, there'd be a tirade). Meanwhile Holland - so vain about his good looks that he 

reportedly sued and won a big defamation lawsuit against Hollywood because the actor depicting 

him in The Big Wheel wasn't handsome enough - could also be a royal pain. 

 

To be fair, however, the lives of Mauri and Holland weren't carefree either. Beautiful as they were, 

the Blue Crowns were dated and a handful to control. Moore, after all, was a survivor of the 1930s, 

when the sorry engines of the junkyard Formula used to carry 60 gallons of oil, three quarters of 

which got pumped onto the bricks. To have any hope of steering through the goo, a driver had 

required front-wheel-drive, which was what Moore's hard-to-steer battleships Blue Crowns were, 

even though the junkyard Formula was a decade in the past. 

 

Come 1949, Moore solidified his standing as the finest team strategist Indy has ever seen, because 

this was the 500 when he defeated two great teams single-handedly, the supercharged-but-hexed V8 

Novis, and his own Team Blue Crown. Getting greedy for a 1-2-3 sweep instead of the usual 1-2, 

Moore mobilised Rose and Holland plus a third veteran, George Connor. When the Novis sent over 

an air raid that was making his men nervous, Moore found a strategy to rescue them and Blue 

Crown was again living mellifluous days. But instead of 1-2-3, Blue Crown reaped only first 

(Holland) and three (Connor). Parked by a sparkless magneto - and blaming Moore for paying more 

attention to the maintenance of Holland's and Connor's cars than his own - Rose quit Blue Crown in 

anger. 

 

He was the team's heart, of course, so Mauri's departure led to an epic Blue Crown meltdown. 

Holland subsequently managed to take second in the rain-shortened sweepstakes of 1950, but then 

couldn't keep his mouth shut and popped off about Speedway president Shaw purposely turning on 

the yellows to stop him from winning. For this and other transgressions, Holland, in the course of 

the next three 500s, was purged, partially reinstated, and then fell from grace over and over again. 

Moore, in turn, fell completely behind the times. FWD was passé; he could no longer build 

competitive Indycars; and when he suffered a fatal cerebral haemorrhage in 1956, he wasn't even at 

the Speedway but at a NASCAR meet in Atlanta, where he was trying to direct Pontiac's backdoor 

stock car programme. 

 

Almost typically, it was Rose who did the best job of landing on his feet following the Blue Crown 

debacle. After finding employment with moneybags oil tycoon Howard Brighton Keck (the future 

sugar daddy) of Indianapolis icon, Billy Vukovich), Mauri - being Mauri-the-bullet - promptly 

parked Keck's Pennzoil Special on the 1950 500's front row. Whereupon all the usual Mauri 

madness broke out. 
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Walt Faulkner had put one of the new Kurtis-Krafts on pole position with a breakthrough time-trial 

speed, and when Mauri got into an argument with him and suggested that Faulkner not try and run 

over everybody in the first turn, Faulkner's riposte was that Mauri should stay out of the way. 

Faulkner was a hotshot rookie with an attitude much like Mauri's own in 1933, and Mauri, now a 

member of the 40-plus brigade, had turned into a curmudgeon. Mauri next discovered he still had $3 

in his trousers and, because he was frugal with his greenbacks, handed the money over to a 

mechanic for safekeeping. Subsequently the three bucks, all of the mechanic's clothing, and very 

nearly the Pennzoil Special and Mauri himself all got consumed in an inferno sparked by a botched 

refuelling stop. Rose resumed the 500 anyway - prior to the fire he'd gotten ahead of young Faulkner 

and was leading as usual - and finished third. 

 

The next year, Mauri finally pushed his luck too far and had the Pennzoil throw a wheel and land on 

its top in an infield creek with himself underneath. His smallness saved him, but afterward he 

decided upside down in a race car at his age was an omen, and he retired. By then he'd become 

bored with the rest of his life too, which amounted to a post as engineer-without-diploma for the 

Allison Engineering Company, just across the street from the Speedway: every month of May he'd 

arrive to take practice laps in his lunch hour, faithfully carrying the same inadequate Cromwell 

helmet he wore in 16 Indy 500s, the brown cotton gardening gloves he wore for almost that long, 

and a lunch pail. Whenever he finished practising he'd open the pail, eat lunch, and return to work. 

Hyperactive all his life, he turned his retirement into a kind of race. 

 

Going to college, he became an engineer-with-diploma and worked for the Studebaker Corporation, 

American Motors, and directed Chevrolet's stock car racing effort. Having pledged to work every 

day of his life until they planted him, Mauri was still working for AMC when the end came in 1981 

(old team-mate Holland outlasted him by four years). Though no longer physically capable of 

manhandling brute FWDs, one of Rose's final passions was exceeding 150mph in National Hot Rod 

Association drag races, and also throwing in one-handed push-ups by the dozen. 

 

Eddie RIickenbacker, Mauri’s unintentional mentor, died in 1973. His late-inning accomplishments 

included starting Eastern airline, and spearheading the use of jets for commercial travel. Just like 

Mauri though, Rick's adventures never actually ended, and during World War II he got into as much 

trouble as in WW1. Called back into military harness as a special assistant to the secretary of war, 

Rick was on his way to New Guinea for a powwow with Douglas MacArthur when his B- 17B 

crash-landed and sank so fast that he and the crew barely had time to inflate life-rafts. Before a 

Catalina rescued them, they were adrift and lost for 24 days with no land in sight, sustaining 

themselves on rainwater, fish and seagulls. One man died. The five survivors later admitted they 

almost wished they had too, for Rick, the oldest man in the raft, ceaselessly hounded, berated and 

goaded them into staying alive - apparently in much the same manner as he'd coerced Wilcox and 

those would-be strikers. 

 

Poor Wilcox never was granted medical permission to race at Indianapolis again. Still needing 

something exciting to do, Howdy took up the practice of starter flagman at the dirt-track races. In 



“STICKY FINGERS” 
 

IPMS HORNCHURCH - NEWSLETTER 
 

 Page 9 October 2002 
  

Secretary: Alan Carr 

5 Roslyn Gardens, Gidea Park, Essex RM2 5RH 

01708 747849 

email: acarr.jaglancia@virgin.net 

Assistant Secretary: Peter Bagshaw 

25 Repton Drive, Gidea Park, Essex, RM2 5LP 

01708 726 102 

email: Peter.Bagshaw@uk.pwcglobal.com 
 

 
1946 he somehow got in the way of himself and was nailed and carried off by the pack of cars he 

was flagging away. 

Alan 

Peter’s “Prattlings” 

Interesting Web Links 

At last months club night I was asked whether there were any interesting Internet sites I visit.  On a 

modelling theme the following, in no particular order are ones, which may be worth a look. 

 

http://www.scalemodelindex.com/ Tony Mattelanios Scale Model Index, contains links to 

over 3,000 modelling related sites.  Start here. 

http://www.aircraftresourcecenter.com/ Aircraft Resource Centre, daily updates and good jokes 

too. 

http://www.hyperscale.com/ Mostly aircraft related site with daily updates. 

http://modelingmadness.com/ Another mostly aircraft related site with daily updates. 

http://www.missing-lynx.com/ Armour modelling site 

http://www.track-link.net/ Armour modelling site 

http://www.users.globalnet.co.uk/~ipmsuk/ IPMS (UK) 

 

Other sites run by club members 

http://www.modelwork.freeserve.co.uk/ Ted Taylor’s Corner 

http://flightsoffantasy.netfirms.com/ Steve Hubbard’s Flights of Fantasy 

http://faasig.netfirms.com/ Steve Hubbard’s IPMS(UK) Fleet Air Arm SIG pages 
http://slsmc.netfirms.com Steve Hubbard’s South London Scale model club pages 
http://www.usnavyaircraftsig.freeserve.co.uk/ Peter Quinn’s IPMS(UK) US Navy SIG pages 

Show Pictures – Mildenhall and Halton 

   

http://www.scalemodelindex.com/
http://modelingmadness.com/
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Husband Shopping Centre – It’s a joke, isn’t it? 

There was a "Husband Shopping Center" where a woman could go to choose a husband from among 

many men. It was laid out in five floors, with the men increasing in positive attributes as you 

ascended up the floors. 

 

The only rule was, once you opened the door to any floor, you must choose a man from that floor, 

and if you went up a floor, you couldn't go back down except to leave the place. 

 

So, a couple of girlfriends go to the place to find men.  First floor: 

The door had a sign saying "These men have jobs and love kids." 

 

The women read the sign and say, "Well that's better than not having jobs, or not loving kids, but I 

wonder what's further up?" 

 

So up they go. Second floor: Says "These men have high paying jobs, love kids, and are extremely 

good looking" 

 

Hummm, say the girls. But, I wonder what's further up? 

 

Third floor: "These men have high paying jobs, are extremely good looking, s and help with the 

housework." WOW! say the women Very tempting, BUT, there's more further up! And up they go. 

 

Fourth Floor: "These men have high paying jobs, love kids, are extremely good looking, help with 

the housework, and have a strong romantic streak." 

 

Oh mercy me. But just think! What must be awaiting us further up! 

 

So up to the fifth floor they go. Fifth floor: The sign on the door said, 

 

"This floor is just to prove that women are impossible to please. Please exit the building and have a 

nice day." 

Peter 

Ken’s “Korner” 

I would like to say thank you to those club members who purchased the military books at the 

August and September meetings.  As mentioned the proceeds of this sale was being donated to the 

local ATC Squadron, where I spend many evenings enjoying the O/C and NCOs company.  Last 

Friday, 20th September, I paid them a visit and handed over the sum of £18.10, the result of the book 

sale.  Flt/Lt Bernard Martin Officer Commanding the 1147 Squadron has asked me to convey his 

thanks on behalf of the cadets and members of the Squadron.  He wished the model club well in 

their activities in the future. 
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Below are the final 2 maps from the Navigators log, which have appeared in the previous Sticky 

Fingers. 
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Ken 
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Events Schedule 2002 

Items highlighted are where IPMS Hornchurch have space booked. 
20th October 

(Sunday) 
St Edmundsbury Scale Modellers.   

9th/10th November 

(Saturday Sunday) 
Scale Modelworld 2002 to be held at the Telford International Centre, Telford Shropshire. 

Events Schedule 2003 

Items highlighted are where IPMS Hornchurch have space booked. 
26th January 

(Sunday) 

IPMS Milton Keynes announces their third show 'Modelcraft 2003' to be held at the Bletchley Leisure Centre, 

Milton Keynes.  Contact - David Francis.  E-mail: David.Francis3@btinternet.com 

9th February 

(Sunday) 

IPMS Leeds give advance notification of 'Yorkshire 2003', the biggest one day model show in the North to be 

held at the Huddersfield Sports Centre. Show open from 1000 - 1700. Attractions include Open Competition, 

80 + Exhibitors, Free parking, Bar, Cafeteria.  Contact - Mike Robson. Phone 01484 350612. E-mail: 

michael.robson@ntlworld.com 

24th May 

(Saturday) 

IPMS Torbay wish to announce a model show to be held at the Torquay Town Hall, South Devon. New 

Competition classes are being introduced, (Torbay members will not enter the competition). Several traders 

have already booked for the show following the success of the first show in 2002. Should you be interested in 

booking your club or maybe you are a trader wishing to attend, contact the club Secretary for further details.  

Contact - Les Wells, 17 Helford Drive, Broadsands Park, Paignton, Devon TQ4 7NL. Phone 01803 844977.  

E-mail: wellzy_2002@yahoo.com 

31st August 

(Sunday) 
Brampton Model Show – Priory Centre, St Neots, Cambridgeshire. 

22nd/23rd November 

(Saturday & Sunday) 
Scale Modelworld 2003 to be held at the Telford International Centre, Telford Shropshire 

 

mailto:michael.robson@ntlworld.com
mailto:wellzy_2002@yahoo.com
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Wrighty’s References 

The Downward Spiral – The Demise of the Jagdwaffe 

Chapter 8 – Eastern Front Heroes, JG52 & JG51 

JG51 

This Geschwader was named after Werner Molders, an early hero of the unit.  JG51 took part in the 

Battle of France and Britain, withdrawn in early 1941, it then participated in “Barbarossa” and 

played a large part on the Eastern Front advances, but II Gruppe was transferred to Italy and the 

Mediterranean in 1942, later it was in the Balkan States, never to return to the Eastern Front. 

 

The unit used the FW 190 from September 1942 to the end of 1943, in I & III Gruppe, but DoR 

demands for the fighter meant all Gruppen returned to the Me 109 from the beginning of 1944. 

 

By May 1944 under the command of Geschwader Kommodore Major Fritz Losiqkiet, the unit 

situation was as follows from the May returns. 

 

I Gruppe 44 Me 109G-6 Orscha (Russia) Luftflotte 6 

II Gruppe 55 Me 109G-6 Begrade-Semlin (Yugoslavia) S/E Balkans/Kdo 

III Gruppe 40 Me 109G-6 Terespol (Tiraspol) Maldovia Luftflotte 6 

IV Gruppe 35 Me 109G-6 Lysychansh (Ukraine) Luftflotte 4 

 

The unit at this time was still operating in 3 Staffel Gruppen, as set out below: - 

 

Gruppe 
Staffel/Colour 

White Black Yellow 

I 1 2 3 

II 4 5 6 

III 7 8 9 

IV 10 11 12 

 

Like JG52 it was all backwards for JG51, although they seemed to enjoy an advantage of 

approximately 40 aircraft per Gruppe and an extra Gruppe (albeit in the Balkans).  They were 

pushed back during the summer, I Gruppe from Orseha to Pinsk by July and Warsaw by August.  III 

Gruppe also in the Minsk area by June and to Pinsk in July, but they went upwards to East Prussia at 

Tilsit (Sovetsk) by the end of August.  The IV Gruppe from late 1943 to July 1944 had ranged back 

and forth on a line from Uman through Orscha and Lyschansk to Minsk across the front.  In the next 

phase of Soviet attacks saw them make a number of moves to end up at Warsaw after failing to stem 

the tide by the end of August. 
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During the above period of action JG51 scored steadily and this is borne out by the fact that they 

had 10 “Experten” who had scored over 100 victories.  (189 by Hptm Joachin Brendel the highest) 

 

In August 1944 JG51 were ordered to give up a Staffel from each Gruppe to the DoR units and 

increase from 3 to 4 Staffeln per Gruppe, but the Gruppen did not manage this before December 

1944, probably due to the heavy losses in the Homeland. 

 

Gruppe Staffel/Colour  2 became 16/JG53 8/44 new 8/44 

 White Black Yellow   4 became 7/JG51 8/44 new 11/44 

I 1 2 3 4  7 became 8/JG1 9/44 ex 4 9/44 

II 5 6 7 8  8 became 10/JG51 8/44 new 12/44 

III 9 10 11 12  10 became 13/JG51 8/44 ex 8 8/44 

IV 13 14 15   11 became 14/JG51 8/44 new 1/45 

      12 became 4/JG 402 5/44 new 11/44 

      13 ex 10 8/44 

      14 ex 11 8/44 

      15 new 1/45 

 

The next couple of months saw a stabilizing of the front line while the Russians regrouped to secure 

their gains and support communications.  JG51 were in the Warsaw area and recently sent to East 

Prussia.  So while their DoR colleagues were preparing in the homeland, they with JG52 and 3 other 

Gruppen (I & II/JG54 and I/JG53) were in November 1944 situated thus: - 

 

I Lublin (Poland) Me 109G-6/G-14 

II Felsoe (Hungary) Me 109G-6/G-14 

III Insterburg (East Prussia) Me 109G-6/G-14 

IV Molin/Warsaw (Poland) Me 109G-6/G-14 

 

Finally JG51 benefited with new aircraft and pilots over the winter period, 4th Staffel were added to 

I & II Gruppen, III & IV also got new Staffel each in January 1945 and the Stab was increased to a 

Stab-Staffel, with some FW 190s as shown by the 9/1/45 returns: - 

 

Stab-Staffel Me 109/FW 190 20 Luftflotte 1 Corland – Latvia 

I Me 109G-10/14 36 Luftflotte 6 Libau (Liberec) Czech 

II Me 109G-10/14 36 Luftflotte 4 Veszprem Hungary 

III Me 109G-10/14 38 Luftflotte 6 Insterburg East Prussia 

IV Me 109G-10/14 34 Luftflotte 6 Warsaw Poland 

 

A few days later the Russian offensive into Poland resulted in Warsaw and Crakow followed by 

Lodz, Insterburg (nr Chernyakhovsk) and Allenstein (Olszatyn) all being lost by early February, 

leaving the Russians on a narrow front facing Berlin along the river Oder centred on Frankfurt/Oder 
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and Kustrin (Kastayzn).  This of course must have been costly for I, III & IV JG51, just with pure 

attrition and lack of supply would have severely cut down serviceable aircraft. 

 

I Gruppe left the Katowice region for Danzig (Gdansk), III driven out of East Prussia were at Pillau 

(Pila) on the north flank of the Russian advance and IV also went to Danzig which had been 

bypassed in the attack.  Although support was finally brought in by the western JGs, it was too late.  

The Soviets turned into Czech lands to bring about the inevitable end. 

 

The Stab-Staffel and I Gruppe covered withdrawals form the East Prussian pocket until they were 

disbanded in mid April 1945, virtually out of aircraft, the IV Gruppe pulled out of Danzig in mid 

March, retreated along the Baltic coast to Garz on the island of Usedom where some FW 190D-9s 

were used to boost numbers, they were ordered to Eggersdorf where the unit disbanded and 

surrendered. 

 

I Gruppe moved back from Pila to Brustenort (Bialogard), where they surrendered at the end 

probably blowing up the remaining aircraft. 

 

The II Gruppe in Hungary the story was much the same, forced into Austria, they were at Fels Am 

Wagram when in early April the unit disbanded as they were virtually out of aircraft as Austrian 

resistance crumbled.  Note, the remnants of the Hungarian airforce also fought on this front until the 

end of the month in April 1945. 

 

Some late changes in command in March/April resulted in a new Kommodore Major Heinze Linge 

from 2nd April, also some Gruppe changes (see photo). 

Photos and Markings of JG51 

Late war photos are very rare of Eastern Front units, but some guide to colours etc can be obtained 

from the following. – 

Stab 

 

Figure 1 – On March 28 1945 the Gruppe Kommanduers of the I & III/JG51, Haupmann Schack and Haupmann 

Brendel celebrated the awarding of the Oak Leaves of the Staffelkapitan of the 2/JG51.  Oberleuntnant Gunther 
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Josten was given the command of the IV/JG51 on April 12 1945 and led it until the war ended.  From the left to 

right: Schack, Brendel and Josten. 

 

Figure 2 – In March of 1945 an experienced eastern front pilot joined the III/JG51 in the defence of the Reich.  

He was Oberfeldwebel Ruffler, who had been decorated with the Knights Cross in 1942 and now became 

Staffelfuhrer of the 9/JG51.  He defeated 98 enemies, 86 of them in the east.  Above are Oberfeldwebel Helmut 

Ruffler and Feldwebel Slomski at Junkerstroylhof. 

 

Figure 3 – Leutnant Willi Hubner of the Stab JG51 received the Knights Cross on April 2 1945 after 62 aerial 

victories.  5 days later the young Leutnant took a direct anti-aircraft hit and fell near Neukuhren East Prussia. 

 

Figure 4 - Black 4, an Me 109G-14 of the Stab-Staffel, built up in December 1944/January 1945 to some 20 

aircraft, this was like an additional Gruppe, no photos exist, but profile shows probable markings based on other 

units using a Stab-Staffel and JG51 aircraft. 
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Figure 5 - White 9, an Me 109G-6 in March/April 1944 showing a full set of East Front markings (i.e. yellow 

spinner, under cowling, wingtips and tail band) when at Bobruisk. 

I Gruppe 

 

Figure 6 - White 9, the above aircraft. as a brand new G-6 being examined by its "Experten" pilot Lt Gunther 

Josten of 1 Staffel, soon to take over 3 Staffel. 

 

Figure 7 - Yellow 2, a Me 109G-6 of 3 Staffel, has been given a winter white coating, it was abandoned towards 

the end of 1944, (probably unserviceable), to the Russians. 
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Figure 8 - White 12, a Me 109G-6 (late model) of 1 Staffel seen abandoned in the retreat from Minsk/Bobruisk 

area, a White 7 of III Gruppe may just be made out amongst the discarded wrecks, June/July 1944. 

 

Figure 9 - Green 7, a Me 109G-10/R.3, is a bit of a mystery, it has the green/white/green DoR bands allocated to 

JG51, but their Staffel were never part of DoR?  No marking behind the cross suggests a I Gruppe machine but 

they were in East Prussia?  Maybe it was part of the Stab-Staffel whose late movements are not known and could 

account for it being at Prague Kbely, where it was found at the wars end.  (N.B. some sources suspect the bands 

are Blue/White/Blue and it is a JG300 aircraft.) 

III Gruppe 

 

Figure 10 - Yellow 9, a Me 109G-14 of 11 Staffel/JG51, displays the late war camouflage, apart from yellow 

rudder, all East Front markings have gone, probably taken Jan/Feb 1945. 
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Figure 11 - Red 4, a Me 109G-14 of 10 Staffel/JG51, similar colouring and markings to previous photo, note 

however yellow tail band for East Front and spiral on prop, probably January 1945 at East Prussia. 

 

Figure 12 - Me 109K-4 of III/JG51 takes off from Junkertroylhof, situated near Gdansk in the East Prussian 

pocket, lack of fuel and spares rendered the position untenable and many refugees were shipped out before the 

collapse to the Russians, March 1945. 

IV Gruppe 

 

Figure 13 - White 11, a FW 109D-9 of 13 Staffel/JG51, when the unit began to re-equip in April 1945 at Garz, 

aircraft surrendered at Eggersdorf in May 1945.  IV gruppe was re-equipping, but it's unlikely that more than a 

few D-9s were used as the unit was non-operational at the April 9th returns list. 
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The Long Retreat on the Eastern Front 

This map shows the Luftwaffes’ Fighter Groups retreat from May 1944 to May 1945 in the north I 

& II JG54 fell back from Riga in Latvia to the coastal parts of Lithuania, then into east Prussia 

before leaving for Germany. 

 

I & III JG51 from Orel, Babrysk, Orsha and Minsk along the front to Kiev, then back to east Prussia 

(III Gruppe), while I Gruppe fell back to Warsaw.  IV Gruppe from Orsha along the front and back 

again to Minsk, then down across and back in front of Warsaw.  Later pulling out to Gdansk and 

back into Germany.  I & III Gruppe were trapped in Poland at Gdansk and near Bydgoszoz. 

 

I, II & III JG52 all fell back into Rumania, the I Gruppe moved off to Krakow, followed by II 

Gruppe who later went in Hungary and Austria.  The I Gruppe getting trapped near Warsaw.  The III 

Gruppe went almost to Minsk and then back across the front and to Krakow ending up around 

Wroclaw, finally trapped near Brno. 

 

III/JG51 came from Italy to Belgrade, Budapest and from Hungary to Austria.  I/JG53 operated in 

the Rumanian triangle between Bucharest and Chisnaw, before going to Budapest and out of 

Hungary into Austria. 
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