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Alanôs ñAnnotationsò 

é..Any good books lately 

I thought that maybe the members would like to hear about some of the books I have read over the 

years and maybe others might like to share with us their books that have interested them whilst 

sunning in Spain on the beach, or sheltering in Scarborough and being treated to winds of 50 m.p.h 

plus. Or possibly Santa thought that you were exceptionally good one year and brought you that 

book you had always wanted.  Iôm not suggesting that everyone goes out and spends Ã25.00 plus on 

the latest books available, maybe you borrowed it from your local library whatever. So I suppose I 

should kick this off, well Iôd like to tell you about a book I re-read recently after coming up with this 

idea. ñArchie and the Listersò by Robert Edwards, published by Patrick Stephens Limited. 

 

This tells the short but eventful life of Archie Scott Brown, the amazing thing about Archie was that 

when he was born back in 1927, his mother had suffered a bout of German measles, so Archie came 

into the world he was quite severely disabled, three of his limbs were seriously underdeveloped. 

There was no proper right forearm, merely an elementary thumb and palm that started below the 

elbow. Neither leg had a shinbone, only a fibula. Both legs were radically twisted and bowed and 

the clubfeet were tiny with no discernable toes. The right foot was twisted outwards about 90 

degrees and the left almost back to front, only the left arm was normal. 

 

So at the age of two he embarked on a series of twenty- two operations, which lasted two years. He 

went on to be one of the most prolific racing drivers of the ó50ôs. If we take 1956 for example:  He 

drove the following; Auto-Union-DKW; Lister-Maserati; Formula 1 Connaught; Jaguar XK120C; 

LotusXI; Jaguar D Type; Jaguar XK140; Aston-Jaguar and an Elva, usually two meetings a month 

and at least two races per meeting, but he was never rich.  So it was that his life was cut short at 31 

but there is a memorial to him at the Snetterton Circuit. The book gives you the flavour of motor 

sport in the ó40ôs and ó50ôs and can thoroughly recommend it as a good read. 

   
 

Alan 
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Peterôs ñPrattlingsò 

AGM 

Well didnôt it go well!  After the last few years of rant and ire, I thought this year went fairly 

smoothly.  All the old faces are back in their usual positions on the committee, although this year a 

new post has been created for Mick Pitts, who is now the clubsô official show display organiser. 

Hornchurch Show 

Where did the time go?  The show has been and gone and the day seemed to pass in a blur and daze 

until 4 oôclock appeared and we had to pack away.  Thankfully on the Friday night we got a healthy 

turn out of club members to put out the tables, some of which were very oddly shaped and were 

quite a challenge to fit together in any sensible way. 

 

On the day of the show only one club failed to turned up and all the traders seemed to do some good 

business, at least 2 have written back asking us to book them in next year.  So club and school 

willing we should be able to consider a repeat performance next year. 

Presentation of Trophies 

Wally Arrowsmith Trophy 
(Aircraft) 

IPMS Hornchurch Trophy 
(Miscellaneous) 

Chairmanôs Trophy 

 

Figure 1 - Ted Taylor 

 

Figure 2 - Ian Brown 
 

Figure 3 - Alan Wright  

This is a new trophy presented by Alan 

Carr to an individual in the club for 

outstanding contribution to the club. 

Peter 
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Rickyôs ñRamblingsò 

Hot Tips Hot Tips Hot Tips 

Continuing with the tank theme from last month: - 

Teeth For Drive Sprockets 

A simple source for drive sprocket teeth is plastic eating knives, the dispensable kind with a serrated 

edge.  It can be helpful, however if the is attached to a piece of masking tape, before cutting begins, 

then some of the tiny teeth wonôt just fly away.  (This tip can also be applied when cutting loose 

small photo etched parts). 

Painting Machine Guns 

First paint the whole gun matt black, and then dry brush it with gunmetal.  The final touch is to 

polish it with ground graphite, from a pencil, giving it a decent metal sheen. 

Decals 

There are not many decals for 1/72 - 76 scale AFVs to be found, outside the kit boxes.  Whatever 

there is, is mainly WW2 stuff.  AL.BY the French firm that produces resin kits do a decal sheet for 

French AFVs 1939 - 40 (no D701), that is very useful for doing WW1 French (and US) AFVs as 

well. 

Repositioning Control Surfaces  

One feature of accuracy on models that is often overlooked is the position of control surfaces.  

While most aircraft that have manual (not hydraulically powered) have control locks installed these 

are often not engaged or lock controls in something other than the fully streamlined position.  Also, 

many aircraft with powered control surfaces will exhibit drooping when they are unpowered 

(hydraulic system not pressurised).  To achieve that holy grail of maximum accuracy and realism, 

you may elect to reposition control surfaces. 

 

First, you need to determine if this is appropriate.  Look at the references for your model and figure 

out how you will place the control surfaces.  A P-51 with the control lock installed will have the 

elevator slightly trailing-edge down, an F-4 with engines off will have the ailerons drooping down 

(often at different degrees of deflection), an F-111 will have it's horizontal stab drooping big time 

and VERY noticeable, and a Fokker Dr I will always have it's elevator full down when parked.  

When you decide if you're going to reposition the control surfaces, you must then figure out how to 

do it.  A little technical background might be helpful here.  Control surfaces are simply hinged 

panels that alter the shape of the airfoil to create an aerodynamic force to change the direction of the 

aircraft. 

 

Aerodynamics Generally, on manually operated flight controls they are balanced.  The balance 

is the part that protrudes ahead of the hinge point.  Sometimes these balances 
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are at the tip of the control surface (like a Spitfire) or buried inboard in the 

stabiliser (like a P-51). 

Balances The leading edge of the surface is usually inside a fairing to smooth the airflow.  

Ailerons on some aircraft have unique mountings in that they "float" and 

protrude into the airflow when deflected (a Corsair is a good example). 

Ailerons Modern jet aircraft have very tightly faired surfaces often with a rubber seal to 

smooth the airflow.  When you reposition the control surfaces you usually 

restrict yourself to the tail surfaces because they're easier and stay away from 

the technical problems on the ailerons.  Start by scribing a very deep angled 

groove into the part.  When youôve gone about as deep as you can, snap the 

control surface off. 

Process If dealing with a buried balance just cut it off and replace it later with scrap 

plastic; it's just not worth the hassle of trying to get it out intact, which is rarely 

successful anyway.  If the control surface is one piece (i.e. a small horizontal 

stabiliser) you will be left with a ragged edge; you'll need to finish this off.  Use 

a strip of scrap plastic glued into place and rounded. Sand and fill as required.  

If the control surface is two sides (i.e. a rudder) then it is helpful to put a shim 

inside when gluing the two halves together to keep it to correct thickness.  

Then add the strip of scrap and fill and sand to shape. 

Shim Often there are hinges to deal with that stick out from the stabiliser or wing.  

Simply cut a slot in the control surface and mate with a bit of shaped scrap that 

is glued onto the stabiliser hinge.  Before mounting the completed control 

surface into a fin, stabiliser or wing you must shape the accepting part 

correctly.  The cavity for the control surface will have a concave cross section 

so shim, fill and sand as necessary so you don't have a big gap here.  A round or 

oval file is very useful here.  The hardest part of this is getting enough room to 

fit the control surface so that it can be deflected and still fit into place correctly; 

often they will not go in deep enough and be hanging out in the wind.  A slight 

gap is desirable between the control surface and the surface it is attached to 

emphasise what you're doing. 

Finished product Some final notes on the details.  Don't forget to fill the end of a "hollow" 

control surface or adjacent surface with either a plastic or putty "rib".  Also, 

many aircraft have trim tabs (those little panels on the trailing edge of the 

control surface) that, depending on the setting, will deflect opposite to or 

further from neutral with the control surface deflected - study your references. 

 

Lastly, for an item that will really wow 'em, you can reposition the cockpit controls to match the 

control surfaces.  Do it right though: rudder trailing edge right, right rudder pedal forward, and 

elevator trailing edge down, stick forward and vice versa. 
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Jimmy Doolittle:  The Passing Of An American Legend  (14 Dec 1896 - 7 Oct 1993) 

The essence of James H. Doolittle has never been about loss.  While time may have taken away the 

image of gleaming eyes, a set jaw and a sure voice, the legacy of a life that spanned and indeed 

shaped our century, is eternal. 

 

We need look no further than the events and achievements of this one man's amazing experience 

and we find recorded the milestones of our air heritage.  Born in 1896, Doolittle was 21 when his 

sense of adventure enticed him to join the Army Air Service.  By 1919 the romance of flying was 

tempered with starting a family, seeking a commission with a downsizing military, and, most of all, 

keeping aged Jennyôs and DH-4s from falling out of the sky.  But Doolittle's tenacity, learned as a 

youth in the gold fields of the Alaskan Yukon, and his luck to be part of a fledgling Air Corps soon 

placed him in the cockpit of every altitude, speed and endurance record the Air Service sponsored. 

 

As Doolittle's reputation grew, so did the public's awareness of his exploits.  After finishing a brief 

combat tour at the Mexican border against the rebel Poncho Villa, General Billy Mitchell called on 

Doolittle to help prove his vision of aerial bombardment.  The decade of the 20s saw Doolittle on a 

worldwide tour demonstrating pursuit planes and racing in international competitions.  In 1925, 

after winning the Schneider Cup races and at the peak of his military career, Doolittle retired from 

the service.  He believed that he could do more for aviation as a civilian.  Flying in the private 

sector, Doolittle became a flying laboratory.  In 1929, he became the first to fly "blind", taking off 

from one field, navigating and landing at another entirely on instruments.  Sponsored by Shell Oil, 

Doolittle campaigned for aviation fuels with higher octane - allowing commercial and military 

planes to fly further and faster.  All the while Doolittle was racing.  His name became forever linked 

with Laird and Turner, Travelaire and Gee Bee.  Records continued to fall as the nation's appetite 

for speed grew.  By now, Jimmy Doolittle was in his forties and his sense of adventure was replaced 

by sensibility, and so at another career peak, Doolittle retired from racing. 

 

But one more adventure was awaiting Major James H. Doolittle.  World War Two had long been 

raging in Europe and Asia.  Soon America would inevitably become involved and Doolittle, once 

again seeing where he could best serve his country, rejoined active military service.  His first 

mission was to make certain industry was up to the task ahead.  Through far-reaching contracts, 

Doolittle "drafted" manufacturers, gaining commitments to support the Air Corps' need for material.  

After Dec 7, 1941, this need was self-sustaining and Doolittle was once again in search of a 

mission.  Of all the missions that involved his expertise and leadership, none would more 

appropriately bear his name than the Raid on Tokyo.  From its inception, throughout it's planning, 

and finally, it's leadership during execution, Doolittle worked every detail with his trademark of the 

"calculated risk".  When news of the success reached the American public, the headlines told them 

two things. One was that America could strike back.  The other was the name of General Jimmy 

Doolittle. 

 

Success brought opportunity and opportunity brought more success.  Doolittle served as 

Commanding General of the 8th Air Force and ultimately saw peace come to Europe.  As the far 
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battles of the World War drew to a close, so too ended the battle to prove air power.  Doolittle, like 

all soldier-heroes came to know that in peace the missions seemed less urgent.  Within two years, 

the Air Force would be a separate entity and jets would take aviation where propellers never could.  

There were now thousands to carry the cause pioneered by Doolittle and a handful of others only 

five years before.  As a Brigadier General, Doolittle retired from the service and returned to work 

with the Shell Oil Company.  From this point through the rest of his life, Jimmy Doolittle would 

spend his energy and lend his name serving on dozens of boards and commissions to improve 

aviation and the lives of people connected with it.  Jimmy Doolittle's own words about his 

accomplishments were "Luck had been with me all my life".  It would seem that a Congressional 

Medal of Honour and the Presidential Medal of Freedom testify to more than luck.  In truth, the luck 

belongs to a free nation that will always be in the debt of a man who held tightly to the wings of 

angels with one hand and lifted us all a little higher with the other. 

Ricky 

Bobôs ñBusinessò 

Many Thanks 

I would like to thank all the people who passed on their kind thoughts following the death of my 

wife a few weeks ago. 
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Charlieôs ñChatò 

Fantasy Of Flight 

 

Polk City, Florida  

The story of Fantasy of Flight is as fascinating as the place itself.  It is said that the ownerôs 

grandfather discovered oil of the coast of Australia and now, Kermit Weekes is trying his hardest to 

spend his inheritance, which if you're into World War Two and other vintage aircraft, sterns an 

admirable thing to do. 

 

If you're in Orlando, send the wife and kids up Interstate 4 to Walt Disney World and head off in the 

opposite direction towards Tampa.  About 15 minutes later should see you in your own Disney 

World at Fantasy of Flight.  After entering, you follow a route through some exhibit that give a brief 

history of mans early attempts at flight.  Progressing rapidly on through World War I (was that a 

Nieuport 17 suspended from the ceiling?) you arrive at a B-17 through which you can climb if 

youôre feeling agile.  Pictured is its flight deck.  This then brings you into the main hanger ï a 

collection of aircraft that have been retrieved from various locations across the US and indeed the 

world. 

  
This is not RAF Hendon (it's a lot warmer and sunnier for a start!) - some exhibits e.g. the Short 

Sunderland can be entered and explored and there are cockpits into which you can climb and press 

buttons, flick switches, move rudders etc.  Also, come lunchtime, one of the staff will take a plane 

from the main hanger to the skies for an aerial demonstration.  On our day it was the Stampe et 

vortgen, seen here on the apron after a successful sortie. 

 

The planes in the main hangar are too numerous to list but I've singled out some personal favourites 

- the Fokker DVIII.  
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The Ford Trimotor (of Indiana Jones and the Temple of Doom fame) ï made we think wistfully of 

the old Airfix kit. 

 

A Grumman F-3F, resplendent in pre-war US Navy colours, the "great big radial with pilot hanging 

on for dear life', Gee Bee and a Spitfire XVI.  The latter of personal interest as I worked on them 

whilst masquerading as a Flight Mechanic (engines) during my time in the RAF.  It's painted in the 

markings given in the old Heller kit. 

   
Another hangar is devoted to the aircraft restoration underway.  Although direct access is not 

permitted for safety reasons, a viewing gantry lets you see the folks at work on the aircraft.  Here's a 

Westland Lysander in the midst of restoration. 

 
Outside on the apron are more aircraft, a B24 (plus author!) a Lockheed Constellation and the piece-

de-resistance, a B26A Marauder, an object lesson in a faded paint job.  The original B-26 units 

were-trained in Florida, giving rise to the saying 'one a day in Tampa Bay" due to the aircraft's 

dubious safety record! 
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The staff at Fantasy of Flight are all enthusiasts and apart from taking their aircraft daily to the 

sides, they guide walking tours during the afternoon. Here, you can see what Mr Weekes has been 

spending his money on lately. Spread across the property are a number of hangars winch are chock 

full of aircraft and spares, in various states of disrepair.  Fascinating in- formal discussions abound 

about the parts and their history - be prepared to show off your knowledge!  For example, one such 

hangar is full of old engines and propellers, all in crates awaiting either sale or renovation.  

Apparently, some of the pieces are very rare and among some of the very few remaining in 

existence. The aim is to restore as much as possible to flying condition. 

 

A renovation tour takes you to the workshops where the restoration work is being done (albeit 

slowly).  The number of aircraft to restore far outweighs the time and resources available, especially 

storage space, as aircraft bits fill every nook and cranny and even the ceilings have various fuselages 

dangling from them.  If you're a dab hand at 1:1 modelling I'm sure you could land a job there.  

Think of that - all day to build and fly planes in the warm Florida sun. 

 

Below are some of the rest of the aircraft on display in the main hangar. 

 
Avro Tutor 

 
Bucker Jungman 

 
Corsair 

 
P-51B 






















