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Ken’s “Korner” 

Greetings Fellow Modellers 

 

I should like to congratulate once again Robin and Dave for winning the Aircraft and 

Miscellaneous sections of the January competition.  I must admit that Dave certainly comes 

up with the "Unusual” subjects at times and excels in them, although Robin can always come 

up with a speciality when the occasion requires. 

 

For the benefit of those club members who are not aware of the competition rules or have 

misplaced their competition programs, an open class can mean anything, i.e. in the Aircraft 

competition any aircraft in any scale.  The Miscellaneous open means any thing in any scale 

that is NOT aircraft.  Januarys’ competition, if you remember, was any 1:72nd scale aircraft 

build straight from the box, without aftermarket additives. 

 

You will see amongst this months “Sticky Fingers” another invitation to display our models, 

at the Town Hall in Peterborough.  I shall be asking your thoughts as to whether we accept or 

decline this invitation at tonight’s meeting. 

 

I have received the Branch newsletter January 1999 from the IPMS Branch Liaison Officer 

(Ian Crawford).  This gives the updates on the latest news etc.  The AGM of the IPMS will be 

held at the Conference Suite at the Aerospace Museum at RAF Cosford at 2pm on Sunday 

25th April 1999.  As Secretary I shall NOT be making the trip to the AGM.  The Annual 

Branch report form is enclosed within this Branch Newsletter.  This I have to complete and 

return before March 31st.  One question is: - 

 

Does the Branch intend to display at the IPMS Nationals 1999? 

 

If so how many tables are required?  (Max normally 4 = 12ft x 4 ft) 
 

In view of last year’s unsatisfactory turnout on the non-attendance in 1998, does the 

membership wish to go this year?  Do I reply Yes or No? 

 

Could I also have IPMS membership numbers for Peter Bagshaw (6765-3) and Dave Ryan, as 

these have to be entered onto the form? 

 

I am sure all members would agree the articles Peter found on the Net about the types of 

people found at exhibitions etc was nearly true to life, we certainly all have seen them, 

haven’t we?  However can any club member actually say they identify with any of them? 
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Alan Wright’s latest information on the Flying Tigers was most interesting; please Alan let’s 

have more of these little snippets that you find.  With jottings like these I notice club 

members eagerly snap-up copies of the “Sticky Fingers” each month. 

 

One personal plea to those members who avail themselves of tea and coffee.  Could you 

please refrain from dipping the wet teaspoons into the sugar and coffee?  Please use a dry one 

each and every time.  Thankyou 

 

Wally could you please give us an update on how things are going in respect to “Southern 

Expo”, i.e. can we expect any more new faces at this years show? 

Club Meal 

Fatty Arbuckles American Diner on the A13.  I checked this out on Wednesday 27th January.  

The party size of 25 to 35 people was no problem.  Bookings are taken for Monday to 

Thursday.  No bookings are taken for Friday, Saturday and Sunday.  If a party turned up on 

one of these nights, you would have to take drinks in the bar and be called, as tables become 

available.  You might have to wait 30 minutes or as much as an hour, plus we would be 

spread all around the restaurant and not be able to sit together.  My honest opinion is to wait 

until the Unicorn at Gidea Park becomes a viable option again after their refurbishment.  

(Notice on the front implies a reopening date of March – Ed) 

Warships 

The modelling of warships seems to be almost non-existent within the club.  Does anyone 

build waterline models?  If so what is the best size/scale to make them in and where is the 

best place to purchase them from, apart from trudging all the way to Hannants.  There must 

be some place nearer home than Colindale? 

March Meeting 

Just a further reminder to all members about the March club meeting, which as you remember 

will be a visit from “The Chiltern Historical Aircraft Research Group”, who are going to 

come to give us a talk and slide show on “Aircraft Recovery & Archaeology in the Chiltern 

Hills”.  Please make every effort to attend, as I’m sure this will be a most interesting evening. 

 

Ken 



 

“STICKY FINGERS” 
 

IPMS HORNCHURCH - NEWSLETTER 

Page 3 of 16 February 1999 

 



 

“STICKY FINGERS” 
 

IPMS HORNCHURCH - NEWSLETTER 

Page 4 of 16 February 1999 

 



 

“STICKY FINGERS” 
 

IPMS HORNCHURCH - NEWSLETTER 

Page 5 of 16 February 1999 

Peter’s Prattlings 

Once again the Internet has come up trumps, a review of the soon to be released Academy 

Typhoon.  From my point of view it’s good to see that the 1/72nd scale modeller is not being 

totally ignored whilst many of the major manufacturers have a love affair with 1/48th scale.  

Also found but not included in the “Sticky Fingers” is a serious article on modelling and your 

health, please take a moment to pick up and read this, it could save your life! 

Academy 1/72nd scale - Hawker Typhoon Mk.IB 

 

Part Layout 

This kit is completely a new tooling by Academy and it looks great in the box.  The kit is 

moulded in Light Grey and comes with 4 trees or which 1 is for the canopy.  Overall surface 

details consist of finely recessed panel lines and raised rivet details, all this are very crisp and 

nicely done.  The instruction sheet of the kit is printed with a brief history of the aircraft; this 

is in 5 languages.  The construction of the kit consists of 8 steps and very good diagrams 

illustrate these. 
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Cockpit Details 

The cockpit of the aircraft looks pretty complete.  Sidewalls of the aircraft are moulded on 

both the fuselage halves.  The cockpit itself consist of 6 pieces, which includes the floor, 

bulkhead, seat, control column, instrument panel and rudder paddles.  The instrument panel 

of this kit is what you would expect from Academy; the details are raised which you could 

easily bring out through dry brushing. 

 

The canopy comes in 2 clear pieces and these are thin and clear.  Academy's offering will 

allow you to build the kit with the canopy in either the open or closed position. 

Undercarriage and Wheel Wells 

The kit's wheel well is moulded as part of the lower wing section, which is in 1 piece.  The 

wheel wells are covered and contains finely raised details which are acceptable for 1/72 scale.  

The landing gears struts and wheel well covers are also very nicely done. 

 

Armaments and Optional Parts 

The kit comes with a full load of 5-inch rockets.  The rockets are moulded on their rails, 

however the tail fins of the rockets are moulded separately.  When assembly of the rockets, 

the instruction reminds you to align the fins in an X configuration.  The kit comes with 

optional propellers, these are the 3 blades and 4 blades propeller and also their appropriate 

spinner. 

Decals 

The decals provided in this kit are very good and they are printed on a light blue background.  

This is a great improvement over their previous kit, which is on a white background.  The 

decal looks pretty sharp and thin however, we suspect the yellow would be a bit transparent.  

The decal offers markings for 2 aircraft, these are: 
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No. 175 Squadron, RAF, August 1944 

No. 193 Squadron, RAF, August 1945 

 

Peter 
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RICKY’S RAMBLINGS 
Last year, I obtained a load of information from the Internet, both printed and on disc.  Now that I am a 

pensioner (and have all the time in the world or must be sitting around doing nothing…huh!!! ) I’ve spent some 

time going through it all to see exactly what I have got. 

 

As is usual, what was eyecatching at the time now makes me wonder what I wanted it for.  However quite a few 

items are interesting, and not having anything to do with modelling, may be of interest to others.  So this year I 

would like to put some of them into print for your reading.  With over thirty members of our club, with many 

interests, I shall try to be as varied as I can.  Of course, if you have anything to add or totally disagree, then write 

in to Peter, Ken or myself and we will put it into a Member’s Letters page in “Sticky Fingers”. 

 

Got anything to sell.  Do you want information on something?  Have you visited any good model shops when on 

holiday? 

Do you know of any small museums around the country?  Got any tips or techniques.  Is there anything in other 

clubs newsletters that we could adapt for ours.  Well let us know it need only fill one A4 size sheet of paper.  

Look at the articles input by Alan Wright and the wealth of information in them.   

 

REMEMBER “STICKY FINGERS” IS YOUR NEWSLETTER NOT JUST US THREE 

 

ARTICLE:  DICTA BOELCKE  (part 1) 

 

Hauptmann Oswald Boelcke was one of Germany’s flying aces in WW1.  In fact, at one point, he was the 

leading ace. 

 

He died in a crash landing in 1916.  However, before he died, he had put into a few simple rules his experiences 

of air combat.  These rules became known as the “Dicta Boelcke” and were still valid up to the advent of modern 

jets with all their electronic wizardry.  Many of his followers later became aces in their own right and added to 

his rules. 

 

Aircraft combat was in its infancy.  No war had ever been fought with aircraft before in fact some higher ranks in 

the forces still did not know what role to use them in.  The Dicta was learnt by trial and error and unfortunately 

someone else’s death.  For those who made mistakes never lived to tell the tale. 

 

1.  SECURE ADVANTAGES BEFORE YOU ATTACK.  KEEP THE SUN BEHIND YOU 

The advantages that Boelcke spoke of applicable in WW1were surprise, speed, performance, height and 

numbers. 

 

Surprise…..  get in the first shot before your opponent can.  The glare of the sun was one of the pilot’s greatest 

weapons. 

English pilots had a saying “remember the hun in the sun”.  Combined with using clouds and even the enemy 

aircraft’s own wings and fuselage to hide your attack. 

 

Speed…… The aircraft with the faster speed had a distinct advantage over his opponent.  Not only can he get 

into the attack quicker but, if needs must, get away quicker as well.  Having the slower aircraft meant having to 

be on the defensive at all times and not being able to run.  The faster aircraft was also more manoeuvrable. 

 

Performance……  “Know thy enemy and thyself” was never more critical.  Knowing not only what the enemy 

aircraft was capable of, its strengths and weaknesses, but also what your own aircraft can do.   
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Height…..  By flying higher than your opponent you have control of where and how combat takes place or if it 

takes place at all. 

 

Aircraft engines at the beginning of the war left a lot to be desired, giving only half the speed of what they were 

at the end of the war.  Climbing to higher altitudes took time whilst diving added speed to the aircraft 

 

2.  ALWAYS CONTINUE AN ATTACK WHEN YOU HAVE STARTED IT 

Experienced pilots would never break off and run, as this would give away all the gained advantages.  By 

breaking away this then gave the advantage back to the enemy.  It was far better to stay and wait for your 

opponent to make a mistake. 

 

3. FIRE ONLY WHEN AT CLOSE  RANGE AND ONLY WHEN YOUR ENEMY IS IN YOUR 

SIGHTS 

A common mistake by inexperienced pilots was to start firing upon sighting the enemy.  At a great distance the 

shots would miss and the noise of the guns would alert the enemy.  The trick was to get as close as possible 

(using Dicta 1) to ensure hitting the enemy thus making the first shots effective. 

It was a miracle that any aircraft at all was shot down.  The machine guns of both sides were not accurate at 

distances. 

Also trying to aim and fire from a moving, windy, bouncing aircraft at another moving target must have been 

almost impossible.  So what sorted out the men from the boys? 

The WW1 aircraft guns also had a limited amount of ammunition, counted in hundreds instead of thousands; 

thus every bullet had to count.  Reloading in the air was nigh impossible. 

 

5.  ALWAYS WATCH YOUR ENEMY AND NEVER BE DISTRACTED  

Seems obvious enough doesn’t it?  But in the melee of combat it was easy to lose your enemy, which then passed 

the advantage to him.  Added to this was “and never assume you know where he is”.  Boelcke added that if you 

thought the enemy was up to some trick to gain advantage then continue shooting.  War was war and rather your 

enemy died than you! 

Part 2 to follow next month 

 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
 

February 20th.  Fleet Air Arm Museum Model Show.  Admission to show includes admission to museum. 

 

March 7th .  The Great Midlands Kit Swap.  Broughton Astley Village Hall. 

 

March 20th / 21st .  Southern Expo.  Hornchurch Sportcentre. 

 

March 27th .  East of England Model Show.  Peterborough Town Hall .  Free Admission 

 

March 28th .  Shropshire Scale Modellers Model Show.  RAF Museum Cosford.  Admission includes Admission 

to Museum. 

 

April 17th .  Poole Viking Model Club Show.  Bournemouth University Talbot Campus 

 

.June 5th .  Salisbury Model Show.  Hall of Wyvern College, Laverstock, Salisbury. 

 

August 15th .  IPMS Avon 10th Anniversary Model Show.  The Pavilion, Bath. 

 

August 29th .  Northern Model Expo.  Bolton School Exhibition Centre, Chorley new rd, Bolton 

 

September 12th .  IPMS Leicestershire Friendly Model Show.  Broughton Astley Village Hall 
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September 12th .  Sunderland Scale Model Club Show.  Nissan social Club, Washington ,Sunderland. 

 

Thanks to Scale Aviation Modeller International 

 

RULES OF MODELLING 

 

• The dihedral on the wings of your model will be different on both sides. 

• After spending hours getting the dihedral the same both sides, and then the glue dries, you find the dihedral 

is to high or to low. 

• You spend hours detailing the inside of the cockpit only to find the canopy is so bad you can’t see through 

it. 

• If you leave the cockpit bare the canopy will be as clear as glass. 

• When rigging a ship or biplane you will always snag a line  with your shirt, paintbrush, knife etc. 

• It will always be in a place now covered by other lines so you can’t get at it. 

• You decide to build two car models from the same team or two aircraft from the same squadron with their 

slight differences.  After you finish you find you have put the wrong decals with the wrong model. 

• Moving parts never do move.  Fine fixed parts never stay fixed 
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Competition 

Aircraft 

14 entries went into the 1/72nd scale aircraft competition and there were lots of very good 

models, and as always it made it very hard for people to vote.  The voting was quite close, but 

a winner has to be chosen and now Robin Bellamy has got his bookends.  Well done to 

Robin, but Kevin Hudson wasn’t that far behind with his Halifax.  Keep ‘em coming Kevin, 

but only just a point behind was John Bennett with his Grumman Goose, nice one John.  To 

all the rest that entered, well done. 

 

Position Entrant Entry Votes 

1st Robin Bellamy Avro Lancaster 75 

2nd Kevin Hudson Handley Page Halifax 54 

3rd John Bennett Grumman Goose 53 

4th Peter Bagshaw Mitsubishi A5M4 Claude 40 

5th Alan Wright Brewster Buffalo 39 

 John Bennett Lockheed C-130J 35 

 Alan Wright Westland Whirlwind 34 

 Peter Bagshaw Bristol Blenheim 17 

 Ian Brown DHC Chipmunk 14 

 Charles Thompson Vought F-4U Corsair 11 

 Ken Sparks Republic P-47N Thunderbolt 8 

 Ken Sparks Bell Kiowa 6 

 Charles Thompson Bell P-39 Airacobra 3 

 Mark Hogan Hawker Hurricane IIb 1 

 

Peter Bagshaw 80 

Alan Wright 71 

John Bennett 50 

Ken Sparks 46 

Paul Bennett 26 

Robin Bellamy 25 

Bob Ryan 24 

Kevin Hudson 23 

Mark Thompson 23 

Mick Pitts 23 

Ian Brown 24 

Charles Thompson 20 

Peter Quinn 20 

John Hone 17 
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Mark Hogan 15 

Carmell Zammit 10 

Dave Ryan 5 

Ricky Prager 5 

Wally Arrowsmith 5 

Miscellaneous 

From my point of view it was nice to see that all the entrants for the Miscellaneous 

competition were AFVs.  All different types, and all very good models indeed.  Especially 

Steve Smiths’ M-8 Greyhound, who came 3rd.  Mick Pitts made a nice Panzer III Flame-

thrower, which he had put a lot of work into, but I did like Ken Sparks FlakPanzer Gepard.  I 

would like to thank all you that voted my entry into 1st place. 

 

Position Entrant Entry Votes 

1st Dave Ryan Tank Diorama (Chance Meeting) 94 

2nd Mick Pitts FlammPanzer III 71 

3rd Steve Smith M-8 Greyhound 61 

4th Ken Sparks Ghepard 58 

5th Peter Bagshaw M-26 Pershing 51 

 Ron Newbold M113 APC 29 

 Steve Smith Land Rover Ambulance 26 

 

Ron Newbold 81 

Peter Bagshaw 65 

Ken Sparks 49 

Dave Ryan 46 

Steve Smith 26 

Ian Brown 23 

Mick Pitts 23 

Bob Ryan 19 

John Hone 5 

 

Dave 
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Airfix Supermarine Spitfire MkVb 1/48th scale 

Kit Review by Alan Wright 

Although it’s been around for quite a while now, this kit is possibly as good as most other 

1/48th kits of the same period.  It makes into 2 versions; an UK based aircraft or a tropical 

version in desert scheme.  I bought it because I had already made a Messerschmitt 109F in 

desert colours and I wanted to display both as adversaries.  I was also looking for a kit that 

could be easily cut about for engine and cockpit detailed display. 

 

The Airfix was the only kit with detailed stringers and sidewalls in the cockpit, if its just put 

together from the box it would make up into a useful model with little or no problems.  When 

I was at Duxford recently the very kit was made up (UK version) and displayed in a perspex 

case as an advert for the many Airfix products on sale in the museum shop. 

 

But me, being me, its got to be much more complex, I cut the engine side panels away with a 

fretsaw, also the top panel, a very basic Merlin engine from an old Mustang was then inserted 

after some modifications to make it fit.  The area of the spinner and boss was remade from 

plastic card.  The front of the engine was drilled out and a propeller inserted (to enable it to 

turn).  Then the copper cooling and oil pipes were made and fitted, along with the hoses, oil 

tank, and cooling tank.  All of these were then painted and dry brushed. 

 

Cockpit detail needed only minimal improvement, but seat belts from a brown paper envelope 

and plastic buckles, box in behind the cockpit and fit a voltage regulator.  The cockpit hood 

was cut to allow the sliding hood to open.  On the wings the ailerons were cut away with a 

fretsaw and reglued in a lowered position.  The flaps were more difficult as they were 

moulded to the top half of the wing.  I filed them down until they were removed, then made 

new flaps from plastic card, the ribs on the flaps were strips of sticky Post-It labels stuck in 

place, they looked perfect when painted.  The tailplane was cut away and the elevators reset 

in the lowered position. 

 

The cockpit door was also cutaway and reglued in the open position.  If you do this you may 

have problems with the decal markings as the code letter covers the door.  I painted the plane 

in the desert/tropical scheme.  I was pleased to note the recent Spitfire V Aces publication 

presented the kit option as its front cover artwork, this being Neville Dukes aircraft QJ-R.  

The only problem was that it did not have engraved panel lines, and as some weathering was 

necessary I used some of Ricky’s’ weathering tips from “Sticky Fingers” to finish off. 

 

Alan 
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PURFLEET HERITAGE AND MILITARY CENTRE 

Incorporating: THE HORNCHURCH WING 

CENTURION WAY, PURFLEET. ESSEX 

 

OPEN 1st WEEKEND OF EACH MONTH and EACH FOLLOWING SUNDAY 

OPENING TIMES 10.00 AM - 4.40 PM. 

EASTER TO 7th NOVEMBER 

 

PRESENTS: EVENTS FOR 1999 

 

APRIL 3rd - 4th OPEN 

MAY 1st - 2nd DUNKIRK 

JUNE 5th - 6th D. DAY AND T.S. CORNWALL 

JULY 3rd – 4th COLDITZ / GREAT ESCAPE AND BURMA I 

SINGAPORE 

JULY 31st – AUGUST 1st TIRPITZ 

(DAMBUSTERS FLIGHT and SINKING OF...) 

SEPTEMBER 4th - 5th 

10th – 11th – 12th 

BATTLE OF BRITAIN 

MAIN EVENT DATES 

OCTOBER 2nd - 3rd EL ALAMEIN / MALTA / CASSINO 

NOVEMBER 6th - 7th W.W.I 

 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION TELEPHONE 

01708 866764 OR 01708 523409 
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Tank that helped win World War I is unearthed 
 

It is one of the greatest 

discoveries from World War I, 

and the timing could hardly be 

more appropriate. 

A British tank, buried in the 

corner of a French field for 

more than eight decades, has 

been unearthed intact. 

The 26-ton Mark IV model, 

called Demon, saw action in 

the Battle of Cambrai, the first 

great task assault of the war. 

The find came just a week 

before the 80th anniversary of 

the Armistice - and only two 

weeks before the battle's 81st 

anniversary. 

It was located by battle scholar 

Philippe Gorczynski after years 

of detailed research and 

fruitless searching - all sparked 

off by a British war history 

enthusiast whose name he 

never knew. 

I met him six years ago while 

he was hunting for Battle of 

Cambrai tanks,' said Mr. 
Gorczynski. 

He had no luck in his search 

but it set me thinking and I 

spent years gathering all the 

information I could. 

'I went to the Imperial War 

Museum and the Pubic 

Records Office in Kew, I 

talked to old people in the area, 

studied old aerial photographs 

and worked out four or five  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

places where task remains 

could be.’ 

At lunchtime on Thursday Mr. 

Gorczynski’s hunt ended in 

success in a field near the 

northern French village of 

Flesquires 

After digging six feet down, 

his shovel hit the hatch in the 

tank's roof. He carved out a 

tunnel, opened the door and 

lowered himself in.  There 

were no human remains or 

personal effects - but a tank 

with engine, gun, tracks and 

interior intact where eight 

British soldiers had ridden into 

battle. 

It was extraordinary because I 

realised immediately the whole 

tank was there and, it's been 

buried for 80 years after taking  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

a direct hit in a battle, it's in a 

good state,' he said. 

He has now covered over the 

tank while it awaits a full 

excavation operation.  And he 

wants it to be displayed locally 

in memory of those who 

perished in the battle. 

Tanks, a British invention, 

were first used in September 

1916 on the Somme, then 

wallowed in mud on Flanders 

battlefields through the 

summer of 1917. 

But the Battle of Cambrai, 

which lasted from, November 

20-27 1917; was the first time 

an assault was planned around 

the tank, rather than just 

calling them in later. 

The move was spectacular and 

a great success, according to 

David Fletcher curator of the 

Tank Museum in Bovington, 

Dorset. In fact the Germans 

soon regained the ground they 
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lost, but Cambrai had shown 

the way and a year later at 

Amiens British tanks sealed 

another triumph this time for 

keeps. 

The concept of the tank came 

from the Royal Navy, but the 

Army took over the project and 

the first tank, christened 

Mother was produced in 1915. 

The Mark I only saw action in 

the summer of 1916, while 

Marks II and III were training 

vehicles.  Mark IV, like 

Demon, were the first mass-

produced tanks. 

At Cambrai 476 British tanks 

went into action.  On the first 

day of the battle, 150 were 

destroyed or broke down.  

Demon was one of the 

“female” tanks, so called 

because they had only machine 

guns, while 'male' versions also 

boasted a 57mm cannon on 

each side. 

Tanks were lifesavers because 

they absorbed machine gun fire 

and crushed down the barbed 

wire that had snared so many 

soldiers, leaving them at the 

mercy of the enemy bullets. 

What is so amazing about this 

find is that after Cambrai, the 

Germans swept the battlefield 

and carted away every tank 

they could find to build a 

prototype of their own,' said 

Mr. Fletcher. 

'Mr. Gorczynski believes 

Demon was left intact because 

the Germans used it as an 

underground bunker and he is 

probably right. 

During his research, Mr. 

Gorczynski managed to trace 

the name of the Demon's 

commander; Lieutenant Vose, 

who -survived the war 

according to British records. 


